
Baptism:	Becoming	a	Christian	 Chapter	15	USCCA	
Baptism is the First of the Sacraments of Initiation (CCC 1210-1284) 

Summary	
From the first moments of Christianity, new members were received into the Christian community through sacramental 
rites of initiation. The catechumenate, developed by early Christians during the first four centuries of the Church's 
existence, was an extensive spiritual, educational, and liturgical journey of initiation. The RCIA is a recent recovery of the 
ancient catechumenate that culminates in the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil. The 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist were the sacramental rites through which new members - infants, 
children, and adults - were initiated into a new life of faith, hope, and love of Christ as members of his Body, the Church. 
Continuing this ancient tradition, today new members are welcomed into the Catholic Church through the Sacraments 
of Christian initiation. The Sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist) are the spiritual 
foundations of every Christian life. Through the Sacraments of Initiation, the faithful are born anew by Baptism, 
strengthened by the Sacrament of Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. By means of the 
Sacraments of Christian Initiation, we are invited into communion with God in Jesus Christ, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, to live a countercultural witness of faith. The Sacraments of Initiation fully incorporate us into the Body of 
Christ, the Church, and mark the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith. 

Questions	
1. What is the meaning of the Christian name received at Baptism? (Comp. #264) 
2. What role does faith play in Baptism? (CCC 1253-1255) 
3. What differences do you see between some “cradle Catholics’ and those who have entered the Church through the 

RCIA? What are the responsibilities of godparents in looking after the growth in faith of the baptized they sponsor? 
4. Perfection, mercy and love – Do you face obstacles as you try to live these ideals and strive for holiness? 

 


