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 Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome to our new St Michael Parish Faith Formation Booklet!  

 
In our continuing efforts to provide 
you with various ways to know 
more about our faith formation 
program and hopefully provide 
answers to many of the questions 
you may have, our Faith 
Formation, and our Youth Ministry 
staff have come up with this idea of 
putting together a little 
informative compilation about our 
program. 
 
I believe in my heart as your 
shepherd, this edition will help and 
assist you in the many Catechetical 
programs that we offer and are 
available to you. May you find in 

this booklet invaluable information about our program and in the 
process help you know us better.  
 
We intend to serve you! May God bless you and St Michael intercede 
for you! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Fr Dwight 
Pastor 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Praised be Jesus Christ! Welcome to the Saint Michael Community Parish Faith 
Formation program. 
 
For those of you who are new, welcome to our program. For those returning to 
the program, welcome back.  We are glad to be your partners in the spiritual and 
religious formation of your children. 
 
The purpose of this handbook is to serve as a guide to the general operations and 
expectations of those in the program. 
 
Hopefully, it will answer many of your questions. Please read and discuss this 
handbook as a family, and keep it as a reference during the catechetical year. 
 
This program is centered upon the teachings of Jesus Christ and His Church. Along 
with this program regular Mass attendance is required. Faith formation helps 
children and families grow in faith; however, it is not meant to nor can it replace 
being involved in the sacramental life of the Church. 
 
The purpose of this program is to assist parents [in forming their children in the 
Catholic faith.]  Parents have the duty of teaching the Christian life in word and 
action on a day to day basis. Families are encouraged to share what they have 
learned and to pray together. We thank each of you for being good stewards, for 
your prayers, the services you render to Faith Formation and to the parish as a 
whole. 
 

In Jesus Christ, 
Claudia Sereno     James Carrasco 
Director of Faith Formation    Director of Youth Ministry 
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Faith Formation Personnel and Contact Information 

100 Oak Drive South; Lake Jackson, TX 77566  

https://smlj.org/ 

 

*Parish Office Hours   Monday thru Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm   

Parish Phone Number       (979) 297-3041 

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry     (979) 297-3043 

Spiritual Learning Center      (979) 299-3500 

 

PASTOR         Rev. Dwight Canizares  

pastor@smlj.org 

                  

FAITH FORMATION STAFF  

 

Director of Faith Formation (or DRE)     Claudia Sereno 

         979-299-3505 

         claudia@smlj.org   

Administrative Assistant Pre-K – 6th      Sally Dodge 

         979-299-3506 

         sally@smlj.org  

Director of Youth Ministry      James Carrasco 

         979-299-3508 

         james@smlj.org  

Administrative Assistant 7th – 12th      Janet Gipson 

         979-299-3507 

janet@smlj.org  
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PARISH MISSION 

We, the community of St. Michael the Archangel Church of Lake Jackson, are 
called and empowered by the Holy Spirit to make Christ alive and real by 
proclaiming, celebrating and extending the Good News to all God’s people. 
 

FAITH FORMATION VISION  
The Faith Formation Office places emphasis on the spiritual, moral, intellectual, 
social, and cultural needs of our community.  The Faith Formation ministry 
seeks to form our children, youth, and adults to be true disciples of Jesus Christ, 
who through active participation in our faith community, learn to value all 
people as children of God, and to create a more loving and just society. 
Responsibilities include the formation of staff and catechists; implementation 
of the Catechetical Framework for Lifelong Faith Formation, and to provide 
resources and materials to assist the parish in catechetical related issues.  This 
office, in collaboration with the staff, prepares sacramental guidelines for the 
parish in accordance with the guidelines of the Archdiocese of Galveston 
Houston. 
  

FAITH FORMATION GOALS  
The goals of the Faith Formation Program are to: 
• Provide parents with necessary instruction and support in religious education 

and sacramental preparation for their children. 
• Help young people realize the importance of their personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ and to develop their life of prayer. 
• Develop in young people the ability to understand Christian freedom and 

responsibility. 
• Develop in young people a sense of mission in the church, that is, a desire to share 

their vision of Christ with others as participants in the community of faith.    
• Help catechists realize the need to continue growing in the faith and to enrich their 

relationship with God. 
• Promote an understanding of catechesis as a parish-wide event joined with Jesus’ 

threefold mission of Word, Worship and Service. 
• Promote an understanding of the Catechetical Framework for Lifelong Faith 

Formation (CFLFF) promulgated by Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, August 2013.  
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PARENTS: MODELS OF FAITH 
Your children learn by following your example. Their commitment to faith 
is strengthened by your example in attending Sunday Mass, your gifts of 
stewardship and by helping those in need. “Inspired by the example and 
family prayer of their parents, children, and in fact everyone living under the 
family roof, will more easily set out upon the path of a truly human training, 
of salvation and of holiness” (Vatican II). 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH OBLIGATIONS 

✓ Attend Mass every Sunday as well as Holy Days of Obligation. 
✓ Attend all class sessions, be on time and remain the entire time.  
✓ Actively participate in class. 
✓ Respect all adult volunteers and staff. 
✓ Respect other students and all church property. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
✓ Pray together as a family, especially at mealtime and bedtime. 
✓ Encourage individual prayer.  
✓ Read and talk about the Sunday Gospel. 
✓ Celebrate sacraments, observe holy days of obligation and church 

seasons. 
✓ Pray memorized prayers, and pray spontaneously. 
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LEARNING BY HEART  
Catechesis forms part of the memory of the Church which vividly maintains the presence of the Lord. It further emphasizes that the 

use of memory has formed a constitutive aspect of the pedagogy of the faith since the beginning of Christianity.  
 

COMMON PRAYERS AND FORMULAS BY AGE/GRADE LEVEL 
 

BIRTH - AGE 2 
Sign of the Cross 
 

AGE 3 AND 4 In addition to the item above 
Grace Before and After Meals 
 

KINDERGARTEN In addition to the items above 
Morning and Evening Prayers and  
the Guardian Angel Prayer 
 

GRADE ONE In addition to the items above 
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 
 

GRADE TWO In addition to the items above 
Act of Contrition, and the Assembly’s responses 
and acclamations during Mass (Greeting, 
Penitential Act, Gloria, Response to the Biblical 
Readings, Prayer with the Priest over the 
Offerings, Preface Dialogue, Preface 
Acclamation, Mystery of Faith, Litany at the 
Fraction Rite, Act of Humility and Sending) 
 

GRADE THREE In addition to the items above 
Nicene Creed, Fatima Prayer, 
Hail, Holy Queen 
 

GRADE FOUR In addition to the items above 
Ten Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, 
Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy, 
Beatitudes, Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary 
 

GRADE FIVE In addition to the items above 
Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, Act of Faith, 
Seven Sacraments, Holy Days of Obligation, 
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (Shema) 
 

GRADE SIX In addition to the items above  
Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, Act of Hope,  
Precepts of the Church, and Sanctus,  
Mysterium Fidei, Agnus Dei in Latin  
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DISCIPLINE  

GRADE SEVEN In addition to the items above  
Act of Love, Stations of the Cross,  
Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary,  
and Gloria in Latin  
 

GRADE EIGHT In addition to the items above  
Cardinal Virtues, Theological Virtues and 
Principles of Catholic social teaching John 
11:25-26a 
 

GRADE NINE In addition to the items above 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit, major Feasts of the 
Blessed Mother and of the Lord, Psalm 23  
 

GRADE TEN In addition to the items above  
Come, Holy Spirit and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  
 

GRADE ELEVEN In addition to the items above  
Magnificat, Matthew 28:16-20 (The Great 
Commission)  
 

GRADE TWELVE In addition to the items above  

Benedictus  
 

ADULTS  
An adult is called to learn by heart all the basic 
prayers, formulas and practices indicated 
previously in the life cycle. “In addition to the 
memorization of basic prayers and 
formulations of the faith,  
memorization of favorite psalms, songs, 
prayers, and poetry in praise of Christ our 
Savior is an effective form of catechesis that 
nourishes the human heart and helps to form 
the human spirit in Christ” (NDC 29F). 



Constructive behavior preserves a Christian atmosphere in the classroom. Disruptive 
behavior will be addressed in the following manner: 
1. Catechist will advise the child and take appropriate measures to correct the 

behavior. 
2. If the student’s misbehavior continues, he or she will meet with the Director 

and/or Youth Minister and the catechist. Parents may be contacted as necessary. 
3. The Director and/or Youth minister will meet with parents and students as 

necessary. We work with catechists, parents and students to define behavioral 
expectations for students and to maintain a Christian atmosphere in class. In 
consultation with the pastor, the director reserves the right to dismiss students 
from the program for part or all of the school year if necessary. 

 

DRESS CODE 
• Clothing should be appropriate for a classroom environment.   

(Just as you would dress for a regular school day) 
• Shorts are allowed but must be modest so they are not a distraction to others. 
• Clothing with provocative, alcohol, tobacco, or drug-related pictures and/or 

slogans, will not be permitted. 
  

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND WEAPONS 
Possession, sale or use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products or weapons by students on 
St. Michael’s property is strictly prohibited. Students who violate this regulation may 
be subject to dismissal from the program. Students involved with drugs, alcohol or 
weapons will be referred to the proper legal authorities and parents contacted 
immediately. 
 

CONDUCT/ VANDALISM 
Willful damage or destruction of any of the parish property, or damage or destruction 
of facilities by students, is cause for disciplinary action and possible dismissal from 
the program. The program requires that restitution be made by the student(s) 
according to the terms determined by the Pastor, Director of Faith Formation and 
Youth Minister.   
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CELLPHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES  
Personal cellphones and other electronic devices may not be used in the 
classroom by students, unless directed to do so by the catechist.  The student 
will be asked to place devices, seen or used during class in a specific place in 
the classroom.  Parents will be notified about incidents right after class.   
 

MEDICATION AND HEALTH CONCERNS 
Any medication or health concerns should be written on the student 
registration form.  We do not administer medication to students.  If a child is 
diagnosed with a medical condition after registration, please inform the Faith 
Formation Staff as soon as possible to make notations in the student’s 
registration.   

 
FAITH FORMATION ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to attend all class sessions; including Mass. There 
will be a minimum of 2 excused absences per semester (i.e. a total of 4; 2 in 
Spring and 2 in Fall).   Failure to do so will result in not being credited for the 
year.   
Students are expected to arrive on time and stay for the duration of the class 
unless there is a written parental permission to leave, or the student leaves 
accompanied by the parent.  Three unexcused tardies will equal one absence.   
• Students in grades 9-12 are expected and encouraged to attend the annual 

High School Retreat.  
 

EMERGENCY CLASS CANCELLATION 
Inclement weather does not automatically cause cancellation.  Please use your 
best judgment about whether or not to bring your child.  When possible, an 
email and/or text from:  notifications@ondemandmail.com will be sent to 
parents announcing class cancellations. 
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL ON A REGULAR YEAR 
Our first concern is the safety of children entering and exiting the building. 

 
GRADES PRE-K THROUGH 6th GRADE   
Wednesday Sessions:   6:15 pm-7:30 pm 

Doors open at 6:00pm 

• Arrival and Dismissal in the back parking lot of the Spiritual Learning Center.  
• Students may not be dropped off before 6pm.  
• Building doors will be locked at 6:15pm and remain locked until 7:30pm for 

security purposes.  
• Classroom doors remain locked during classes.  
• Students that arrive after 6:15 will enter through the main/front door of the 

spiritual learning center and accompanied by an adult.   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
GRADES 7th THROUGH 12TH 
Sunday Sessions:    5:30pm-7:00 pm 
    Doors open at 5:15pm 

• Arrival and Dismissal in the back parking lot of the Spiritual Learning Center.  
• For safety purposes, the front parking lot is blocked off at 6:00pm.  
• Building doors will be locked at 5:30pm and remain locked until 7:00pm for 

security purposes.  
• Security Guard monitors the campus while students are in class.  
• If a student needs to leave early from class, a note from parent is required. 
• Classroom doors will remain locked during classes. 
• Students that arrive after 5:30pm will have to enter through the main/front 

door of the spiritual learning center.   
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SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION GUIDELINES 
• Sacramental Preparation is SEPARATE AND DISTINCT than regular Faith Formation 

Classes (i.e. the Sunday or Wednesday classes.)  
• There is a separate registration form and fee for the resources used in sacramental 

formation (currently applies only to 1st Communion. This is being revised for the Sacrament 
of Confirmation.)  

• Once registered for Sacramental Formation, a calendar with sacramental sessions will be 
sent.  

 
 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST COMMUNION 
The CANDIDATE (Your Child)  
1. Must be baptized before celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharist. 
2. Must have had at least a year of formal Faith Formation (i.e. Faith Formation classes, 

Catholic School, or approved homeschooling) prior to this year and must be in formation the 
year of sacramental process.  

3. Must be 7 years of age or older before September 1 of the current year.  
4. Must be at least in the second school grade. 
5. Must be present in all Sacramental sessions.  Absences will only be excused when 

accompanied by a valid reason. 
6. Must know the required prayers.  You will receive a copy of these at a family meeting.  
 
 

 

CONFIRMATION FOR TEENS 
The CANDIDATE (Your Child) may request the Sacrament if s/he: 
1. Is baptized and is able to renew baptismal promises unless a grave reason suggests 

otherwise. 
2. Has received the most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist and leads a life of faith consistent 

with the teachings of the Catholic Church.   
3. Must have had at least one year of formal Faith Formation (i.e. Faith Formation classes, 

Catholic School, or approved homeschooling) prior to this year. 
4. Must attend faith formation through St. Michael's the year of sacramental process.  
5. Is at least in the 10th grade level.  (see #5 in next page under attendance section)  
6. Exhibits an active faith life and knowledge of the Church. 
7. Participates in the sacramental life of the church, especially Mass and Reconciliation (Confession) 
8. Commits to active involvement in the parish Confirmation catechesis.  
9. Responds to the call of active ministry. 
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RCIA ADAPTED FOR CHILDREN 
The CANDIDATE (Your Child) may be enrolled in this process if: 
1. He/she was not baptized as infant and who have reached the (age of reason) 7 

years old or older. 
2. Is enrolled in current faith formation classes. 
3. This process is very distinct than those going through Sacramental Formation for 

Eucharist and Confirmation. 
 

The RCIA process for children may take up to 2 or 3 years.  This process depends on 
the growth and readiness of the child and parents.    
 

The RCIA is a journey of conversion, learning, living the faith and growing closer to 
Jesus and his Church. The objective is to become a disciple of Jesus and gain skills on 
reading Scripture, praying, being of service, and become missionaries. This is a 
journey for the whole family, as the children/youth are dependent on their parents 
or guardians and are strongly influenced by their social surroundings. The Rite 
recognizes that this is a gradual process and for that reason, is to be extended over 
several years; before they receive the sacraments. 

 

FAITH FORMATION ATTENDANCE a YEAR PRIOR & YEAR OF SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION:  
1. Only 4 excused absences from the Faith Formation sessions will be allowed for 

those in the year of sacramental formation. 
2. ZERO absences allowed for Sacramental Sessions. The calendar is given with 

sufficient time to make plans for this important formation.   
 

3. If a student must be absent, parents need to call the Faith Formation Office at 
(979) 297-3043 or email Faith Formation staff as soon as you are aware of the 
absence before or after it happened.  

4. If a serious illness or family emergency requires multiple absences, please 
call and arrangements will be made with the director/youth minister to 
make up missed class sessions.   

 

5. For the Sacrament of Confirmation, the candidate’s readiness to receive the 
sacrament is based on their desire and disposition towards the sacrament.  Mere 
attendance at classes and retreats does not necessarily qualify a candidate to 
receive the sacrament.  “They have to WANT it!”  
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FAITH FORMATION AND SACRAMENT PREPARATION FEES 
 

FAITH FORMATION FEES: 
Parishioner Fee 
1 child $40 
2 children $60 
3+ children $80 

 

 

To get the parishioner’s fee you must be registered with the parish at least 6 months.   

*  * * If you just moved from another city, let us know. * * * 

 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FEE:  
Sacramental Preparation is SEPARATE AND DISTINCT than regular Faith Formation 
Classes (i.e., the Sunday or Wednesday classes.) 
**There is a separate registration form and fee for the resources used in 
sacramental formation.   
 
**Before registering for a sacrament, you must first be approved or invited to 
register. If you think your child qualifies to register for the celebration of a 
sacrament, contact Janet or Sally (administrative assistants.)    

 

1 child - $50 
2 children - $75 

3+ children - $100 
 

RCIA Sacramental Preparation is handled differently from other 
sacraments’ formation fee.  
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Non-Parishioner Fee 
1 child $80 
2 children $100 
3+ children $120 

 



OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
We are always looking for more catechists, catechist aides, security and personnel for 
faith formation and volunteers to help with youth activities that take place during the 
year.   
If interested in volunteering, please contact  
Janet Gipson- 7th -12th grade assistant (979) 299-3507 / janet@smlj.org   
Sally Dodge – PreK-6th grade assistant (979) 297-3043 /   sally@smlj.org  
 
 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT  
All St. Michael’s employees and volunteers are required to complete the Safe Haven 
online training before getting involved in any Faith Formation programs.  
 

• The training consists of 3 vignette style training videos that are approximately 
60 minutes and will include a criminal background check that must be 
completed. 

• These trainings are available in English and Spanish.  
• Trainings are only available online. 
• The turnaround time for approval may be approximately two weeks or less. 
• All individuals must complete the training and complete a background check 

prior to the start of employment and/or volunteer service. 
• At the 5-year anniversary of taking the class, the person must complete refresher 

trainings. 
 
If you have questions about registering for the Safe Environment class, contact: 
Janet Gipson- 7th -12th grade assistant (979) 299-3507 / janet@smlj.org   
Sally Dodge – PreK-6th grade assistant (979) 297-3043 /   sally@smlj.org  
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2022-2023 Faith Formation Calendar 
 

 

 

 

FALL 2022 
SEPTEMBER  

14 Parent and children  
Meet the Catechist Meeting – 
Wleczyk Hall 
6:15pm – 7:30pm  

21 No FF Session-MHT (Angleton 
presentation.) 

28 FF Session 
OCTOBER  

5 FF Session 
12 FF Session 
19 FF Session 
26 FF Session 

NOVEMBER  
2 FF Session 
9 FF Session 
16 FF Session 
23 No class – Thanksgiving Break 
30 FF Session 

DECEMBER   
7 FF Session 
14 Christmas Program 
21 No class – Christmas Break 
28 No class – Christmas Break 
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SPRING 2022 
JANUARY 
4 No class – Christmas Break 
11 FF Session 
18 FF Session 
25 FF Session 
FEBRUARY 
1 FF Session 
8 FF Session 
15 FF Session 
22 No class – Ash Wednesday 
MARCH 
1 FF Session 
8 FF Session 
15 No class – Spring Break 
22 FF Session 
29 FF Session 
APRIL 
5 FF Session 
12 FF Session 
19 FF Session 
26 Last Session 

 

Pre-Kinder to 6th Grade Wednesday Sessions – 6:15pm – 7:30pm  

SMLJ - Youth Ministry “Save the Dates” Calendar 2022 – 2023 
Spiritual Learning Center 

PARENT and STUDENT Meeting on Sunday, September 11 – 
5:30pm – 7pm Wolter’s Room in Spiritual Education Building 

September: 18, 25 
October: 2, 9, 16*, 23, 30 
November: 6, 13, 20*, 27** 
December: 4, 11 
January: 6-8 (H.S. Retreat), 15*, 22, 29 
February: 19*, 26** 
March: 5, 26 
April: 2 (Rehearsal for Stations), 23, 30 
*Social Nights (optional due to school holiday weekend) 
**Adoration & Praise Nights 

 

GRADES 7-12 - Sundays, 5:30pm - 7:00pm 

High School Students  are 
expected and highly 
encouraged to attend the 
ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL 
RETREAT.  
More information will be 
offered at the parent 
meeting.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/made-for-more-angleton-tx-tickets-288597291267
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/made-for-more-angleton-tx-tickets-288597291267

