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Lenten Services 
 
 
 

Sunday Masses 
  Saturday Vigil:   5:30 pm 
  Sunday     8:00 am 
        9:30 am 
      11:00 am 
 
Weekday Masses 
  Tuesday     8:30 am 
  Wednesday    8:30 am 
  Thursday    8:30 am 
  Friday     8:30 am 
 
Rosary 
  Mondays    7:00 pm 
 
Stations of the Cross 
  Fridays     7:00 pm 
 
Scheduled Confessions During Lent 

   Tuesday & Thursday—4:30-5:30 p.m. 
   Wednesday—6:15-7:15 p.m. 
   Saturday—4:00-5:00 p.m. 

 
Adoration Chapel 
  Monday—Friday     9:00 am to 6:00 pm 
  Saturday                 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
  Sunday                 12:00 noon to 6:00 pm 
 
Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry 
  Fridays     5:00—6:30 pm 
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Special Lenten Services 
 
Ash Wednesday - March 2 
 Mass with Ashes     8:30 am,    5:30 pm 
 Liturgy of Word w/ Ashes   6:30 am,  12:00 noon 

         & 7:00 pm 
Special Reconciliation Services 
 Please check the bulletin regularly for days/times of 

     special Reconciliation Services in the area. 
 

Holy Week Services 
 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion - April 9-10 
 Palms Distributed at All Masses 
 
Holy Thursday—April 14 
 Mass of the Lord’s Supper  7:00 pm 
 Adoration at Altar of Repose until Midnight 
 
Good Friday—April 15 
 Youth Stations of the Cross    12:00 noon 
  (Soup luncheon to follow Youth Stations) 
 Celebration of Our Lord’s Passion    3:00 pm 
 Stations of the Cross       7:00 pm 
 
Holy Saturday—April 16 
 Easter Vigil       8:30 pm 
 
Easter Sunday—April 17 
   Masses:    8:00 am 
        9:30 am 
      11:00 am 
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 This Lent our Sunday readings depict our God as having an abun-
dance of mercy and for offering a second chance at redemption.  
 On the 3rd Sunday of Lent, in the Gospel we hear the parable 
about a fig tree that has produced no fruit for three years. Now the time 
has run out, and the orchard owner (a metaphor for God the Father) is 
inclined to cut the tree down. However, the gardener (representing Je-
sus Christ) requests that he be allowed to care for the fig tree for one 
year, cultivating the ground and fertilizing it, so that it will bear fruit in 
the future.  While the fig tree has not earned the privilege of being given 
a second chance, God in his great mercy allowed the gardener another 
opportunity to work with the tree in hopes that it will become productive. 
 On the 4th Sunday of Lent, we hear the Gospel story of another 
very well-known parable.  The prodigal son takes his father’s inher-
itance and squanders it on extravagant living.  Finding himself in a for-
eign land, alone and hungry, he finally realizes his mistake and decides 
to return to his father.  When the son is sighted from the family home, 
the father runs to him and embraces him with compassionate love.  He 
forgives the son for his ill-conceived departure and is welcomed home 
amid joyous celebration.  Through the father’s amazing mercy, the 
prodigal son is given a second chance at being a member of the family. 
 On the 5th Sunday of Lent, the Gospel tells us about the woman 
caught in adultery.  The woman is brought before Jesus and the crowd 
plans to stone her to death.  The crowd wants Jesus to join them in 
condoning their desire to put her to death.  Jesus challenges any ac-
cuser who is without sin to cast the first stone.  All present realize that 
they are not worthy to do that so no stones were thrown and they grad-
ually depart.  Only Jesus and the woman remain.  He tells her that he 
does not condemn her, restoring her dignity and honor, and instructing 
her to “sin no more.”  Through this encounter, Jesus reflected God’s 
bountiful mercy by giving the woman a second chance to mend her 
ways and she was saved from death. 
 For active Catholics, the Season of Lent is a spirit-filled time that 
can be like a retreat to revisit and re-affirm their spiritual commitment 
and fervor for the Lord.  As we will learn in the Lenten Gospels, no mat-
ter what we have done or failed to do, we will be accepted with open 
arms by God.  His mercy always offers us another chance, a “do-over” . 
 For those who are less active in the faith, this sacred penitential 
Season of Lent which beckons them to return to God, more earnestly 
and fervently than before.  The role and duty of all of us is to encourage 
others to “come back”, whether it is a return to attending Mass, or a 
greater investment in their God-given gifts to give back to Him.  Many 
who may hear the whisperings of the Holy Spirit may only need the en-
couragement or invitation of others to take that step.  Our duty is not 
just to strive for an increase in our own personal holiness but to extend 
God’s offer of mercy and a second chance to those around us. 

Lent:  A Time for Spiritual Growth 
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Resources for Spiritual Growth 

 Our entire Lenten journey is a preparation for the celebration of 
the Triduum, which spans from Holy Thursday evening through Easter 
Sunday, is the high point of the entire church year. 
 On Holy Thursday at the celebration of the Last Supper of the 
Lord, we receive Jesus’ teaching of service and humility through the 
washing of feet. 
 On Good Friday, we travel with Christ through his passion and his 
death, celebrating the ritual action of venerating the sacred cross. 
 On Holy Saturday evening, at the Easter Vigil, we recall the resur-
rection and shout “Alleluia” after abstaining during Lent.  We initiate 
new Catholics Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. 
 On Easter Sunday we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 
renew our baptisms as a reminder that we belong to Christ. 
 These celebrations are very powerful and experiencing them 
should be a priority for all of us.  All of the faithful should make every 
effort to be present through these celebrations, which are the most 
beautiful and meaningful of the year. 

Celebrating Our High Holy Days 

Below are some of the opportunities we can include in our plan to make 
Lent a very powerful spiritual journey.  Please check out our website at 
https://www.smlj.org/lenten-resources for more information. 
ASH WEDNESDAY—Beginning of Lent with several ash services 
SMALL FAITH SHARING GROUPS—Lenten small faith-sharing group 
process 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS—Celebrated each Friday evening 
DAILY MASS—Celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:30 a.m. 
SCHEDULED CONFESSIONS DURING LENT—Times are: 
 Tuesday & Thursday—4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 Wednesday—6:15-7:15 p.m. 
 Saturday—4:00-5:00 p.m. 
PRAYER—Prayer opportunities include spending adoration time in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament and praying the Rosary in community. 
FASTING—A gift of self-denial help us to relate to those who are much 
less fortunate than we are 
GIVING—Extra works of charity, giving of our monetary resources and 
helping in a ministry with our time and talent 
INSPIRING OTHERS—We all know a relative, friend, neighbor, or co-
worker who may be needing to re-connect with God.  Lent is a wonder-
ful time to encourage them to come back to church where they will be 
welcomed with open arms by our faith community. 
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Turning Our Hearts 
Loving God, 
you call us to return to you 
with our whole heart. 
We stand before you now, 
seeking your kindness, 
and ask that you lead us to conversion, 
and make holy our lives. 
During this season of mercy, 
guide us with your grace, 
give us a clean heart,  
and grant us your peace. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
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Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

Even Now 
Today’s Readings: Joel 2:12 –18; Psalm 51:3–4, 5 – 6ab, 12–13, 14 
and 17 (3a); 2 Corinthians 5:20 — 6:2; Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18.  
 

 
 Have you ever walked by someone with ashes on the head and 
said, “Happy Lent” or “Merry Ash Wednesday”? It’s likely you 
have not. Few associate happiness with Lent. But what do we 
hear in today’s readings? “Even now, says the Lord, return to me 
with your whole heart.” This Lent, once again, God calls us to 
return to unending forgiveness and unconditional love. God 
knows we have sinned, he knows that there have been times when 
we failed to live as disciples of his Son. And even now, at this 
moment in our lives, God wants us to turn our lives over to him 
and live in the light of the love of his Son. What would be more 
joyful than basking in the goodness of God’s unending love and 
mercy? 
 When we pray, give alms, and fast, Jesus asks us not to look 
glum or make a display of our generosity. He invites us to live 
authentic lives and not be like the hypocrites. Today’s readings 
challenge us to be aware of our sinfulness, to know that when we 
say that we are sorry, forgiveness will be ours. Lenten practices 
offer an opportunity to ask God to create a clean heart within us, 
so that we can bring the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord to all 
people. Even now, especially now. 
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An Answer to Our Cry 
Merciful God, 
you are always near 
to those who call upon you. 
You heard the cry of your chosen people 
and led them out of Egpyt. 
You hear our cry when we are in trouble 
and lead us away from temptation. 
Fill us with your Spirit 
and bring us closer to your Son, Jesus, 
finding mercy, forgiveness, 
and fullness of life. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Trusting in God 
Today’s Readings: Deuteronomy 26:4–10; Psalm 91:1–2, 10–11, 12, 
13, 14, 15; Romans 10:8–13; Luke 4:1–13 . 
 

 
 Each year on the First Sunday of Lent, we hear the account of Jesus 
spending forty days in the desert. From the Gospel we learn that our 
Lord didn’t just wander into this desolate land but was led by the Spirit. 
Jesus trusted that the Spirit would help him through the difficult time 
ahead.  
 After long days and nights of fasting in the desert, Jesus was hun-
gry when the devil appeared. The devil challenged Jesus to turn stones 
into bread, to worship him, and to test God’s loving care. At every turn, 
Jesus knew the Spirit was within him, and that his Father was close. 
Confident that he would receive strength to sustain him, he did not yield 
to temptation. 
 In the first reading, we hear the prayer that the Israelite said while 
offering the firstfruits of the harvest. This prayer told of trust in God, 
who heard the cry of the afflicted, brought the Israelites out of Egypt, 
and led his people to a land of milk and honey. During Lent, we learn 
again to place our trust in God, for as St. Paul says in the second read-
ing, “Everyone who calls upon the Lord will be saved.” When we cry 
out in distress, as our ancestors did, we will be heard. With such 
knowledge, we pray with the psalmist, “Be with me, Lord, when I am in 
trouble.” 
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The Glory of God 
God of our ancestors, 
your glory shines through all generations, 
and brings forth life. 
You offer us salvation in your Son, our Lord Jesus; 
in you we shall not fear. 
Strengthen our resolve to imitate your Son, 
speak of the power of your love, 
and share the good news. 
Help us stand firm  
and shine your light and love 
to all we encounter. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Sunday, March 13, 2022 

Deep and Real Prayer 
Today’s Readings: Genesis 15:5–12, 17–18; Psalm 27:1, 7–8, 8–9, 13–
14; Philippians 3:17—4:1; Luke 9:28b–36  
 

 
 In Luke’s account of the Transfiguration, we hear these 
words: “Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the moun-
tain to pray.” The sole focus of the climb of the mountain was 
prayer. 
 What a stunning and revelatory moment it was for Peter, 
John, and James to experience Jesus praying deeply, changing in 
appearance, and even his clothes turning dazzling white. Seeing 
Jesus in his fullness, the apostles witnessed their friend’s divinity. 
They were speechless when they heard God say, “This is my cho-
sen Son; listen to him.” 
 As we begin the second week of Lent, consider how Jesus pri-
oritized prayer and the place it holds in your life. Do you set aside 
time for prayer? Do you allow space to be silent before God? Ex-
amine your schedule to determine a time for prayer.  
 St. Paul tells us in the second reading that “our citizenship is 
in heaven.” There, Christ will change our bodies to “conform 
with his glorified body.” But he tells them first that they need to 
imitate the holy life that he has set before them, changing their 
focus from earthly things. Help yourself focus this week on heav-
enly things by praying the psalm from today and contemplating 
the refrain, “The Lord is my light and my salvation.”  
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Make Us Whole 
God of our longing, 
your love surpasses all understanding. 
Humbly repentant, 
we ask for your mercy in our Lenten journey. 
Though we have failed to love others, 
and you above all, 
we pray for a new heart. 
Though we have fallen, 
feel broken and lonely, 
you call us to return to you, 
and we desire to be made whole. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Sunday, March 20, 2022 

Another Chance 
Today’s Readings: Exodus 3:1–8, 13–15; Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 6–7, 8–
11; 1 Corinthians 10:1–6, 10–12; Luke 13:1–9. 
 

 
 Jesus often taught through parables, stories that illustrate 
truths and moral principles through everyday encounters, situa-
tions, and activities.  
 Today, the parable comes from the world of agriculture. A fig 
tree has not borne any fruit for several years. The owner wants to 
cut it down, but the gardener wants to give it another chance, 
providing especially good care to it for another year. If after re-
ceiving increased attention the tree does not bear fruit, it will be 
cut down. Just as the gardener is willing to spend more time culti-
vating the fig tree, God will offer us many chances to change our 
lives. It is up to us to allow God’s love to nourish us so that we 
can bear good fruit. Where do you need to be open to God’s inter-
vention in your life? Will you seek God to change your heart to 
mend a relationship or to help another person in need?  
 God graciously welcomes us when we repent and desire to be 
more of who we are called to be. Allowing Jesus to cultivate the 
soil of our hearts brings growth. As we give our hearts to the 
Lord, our compassion, generosity, and humility will increase. 
With changed hearts, we gain more clarity about the meaning and 
purpose of our lives, and will spread God’s love to others.  
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Returning to You 
Loving God, 
you are compassionate and forgiving, 
showing us mercy through all time. 
We bless you, God of goodness, 
for you hear our cry, 
and reach out in our distress. 
As your holy people, 
we ask that you hear our prayer  
for a clean heart and a renewed spirit, 
so that we may turn back to you 
and receive your everlasting peace. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 



15 

Sunday, March 27, 2022 

Gifts of Love 
Today’s Readings: Joshua 5:9, 10–12; Psalm 34:2–3, 4, 5, 6–7; 2 Co-
rinthians 5:17–21; Luke 15:1–3, 11–32 . . 
 

 
 A loving father with property and some wealth. A son who is 
steadfast but jealous. A son who is unsettled and wanders. In to-
day’s language, the family in the Gospel parable might be called 
“dysfunctional.” 
 This family is not very different from today’s families whose 
members exhibit a mix of jealousy, misbehavior, and mercy. Af-
ter the younger son squanders his inheritance, he returns to his 
home with humility. The father greets the son, pouring out his 
love and mercy, and the son’s return is celebrated with much 
feasting. However, the older son, because of his jealousy, is 
blinded to his father’s goodness, and selfishly questions the fa-
ther’s decisions. This son who has worked hard for his father does 
not realize what has been right in front of him for his entire life. 
The father in the story wants to share his wealth and life and love 
with both of his children, but pride gets in the way for the older 
son. With humility, the younger son accepts his father’s for-
giveness. 
 At times in our lives any of us might act as the younger son, 
at other times as the older son, and sometimes like the father. God 
is consistent, always offering unending love and mercy. He al-
ways seeks to find the lost and offer life to those once dead to sin. 
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An Inward Gaze  
Loving and merciful God, 
you are steadfast and unwavering 
in drawing us to yourself. 
Hold us in mercy 
as we look within  
and discover how we need to change. 
Give us the courage 
to eliminate all judgment from our hearts. 
Grant us the grace  
to continue moving toward 
what lies ahead, being one with you. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
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Sunday, April 3, 2022 

No Judgment, Know Jesus 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 43:16–21; Psalm 126:1–2, 2–3, 4–5, 6; Phi-
lippians 3:8–14; John 8:1–11 . 
 

 
 Jesus’ lesson to the crowd early in the morning changed when 
a woman was brought before him. Placing the woman in the mid-
dle of the crowd, the Pharisees tested Jesus by stating the charge 
of adultery and the punishment: “Now in the law, Moses com-
manded us to stone such women. So what do you say?” 
 The few words Jesus used, along with his actions, taught the 
crowd about withholding judgment and showing compassion. 
Challenging the Pharisees to look within themselves, Jesus re-
sponded: “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.” To the woman, he showed compassion 
and support, telling her, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and 
from now on do not sin anymore.” Those who tried to entrap the 
Lord left one by one. The woman was able to walk away with her 
dignity restored.  
 God may work in unexpected ways but always acts with jus-
tice and compassion. Even in the desert, in a difficult relationship, 
in the middle of struggle and distress, God can make a way for us 
that leads to joy and fulfillment. Jesus invites us to look within 
and make needed changes so that we grow in holiness and stead-
fast faith. As followers of Christ, we are to mirror his actions by 
withholding judgment and acting compassionately. 
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Merciful Messiah 
Almighty God, 
look with mercy on your people, 
and grant us forgiveness. 
Increase our faith 
as we honor Jesus, our messiah, 
who brings us to new life in you. 
May we praise you with our whole heart, 
following the humble example of your Son. 
Take away our sinfulness 
and lead us to the joy of your kingdom. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE 
PASSION OF THE LORD 
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Sunday, April 10, 2022 

True Love 
 

Today’s Readings: Luke 19: 28–40; Isaiah 50:4–7; Psalm 22:8–9, 17–
18, 19–20, 23–24; Philippians 2:6–11; Luke 22:14—23:56. 
 

 In the celebration of Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord, the 
tenor of the readings begins with joyous acclaims of hosanna to later 
change to horrifying calls for Jesus’ death. On this Sunday, the Gospel 
reading of the procession portrays crowds regarding Jesus as a king, but 
in the Gospel during the Liturgy of the Word, our Lord is mocked. 
 No matter how the people treated Jesus, he was true to himself and 
the mission God gave him. As St. Paul tells us in the Letter to the Phi-
lippians, “he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of 
death.” When Jesus was about to be arrested, he healed the high priest’s 
servant and called on his disciples to refrain from violence. And when 
asked if he is the Christ, Jesus only responded by saying, “You say so.” 
 In his passion, Jesus teaches us that no matter the circumstance, we 
are to remain true to the person God has created us to be. Through such 
authentic living, we carry our cross, turn from our old way of living, 
and allow our heart to be open to God. Luke’s account of the Gospel 
records that all of Jesus’ “acquaintances stood at a distance.” As we 
observe his passion and death today, we can stand by his cross, ac-
claiming in our hearts, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!” 
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