
Saint Michael the Archangel 
Catholic Church 
Lake Jackson, Texas 

December 2021 



11/28/21 - First Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/5/21 - Second Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/8/21 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 Mass  Wed.  8:30 am 
    Wed.  5:30 pm 
 
12/11/21 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
    (transferred from Sun. 12/12) 
 Mass  Sat.  8:30 am 
 
12/12/21 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/19/21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
12/24/21 - Vigil of Christmas 
 Masses Fri.   4:00 pm Church 
       6:00 pm Church 
       9:00 pm Church 
 
12/25/21 - Christmas Day 
 Mass  Sat.  10:00 am Church 
 
 

Advent & Christmas Season Calendar 
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12/26/21 - Feast of the Holy Family 
 Masses Sat. (12/25)  5:30 pm 
    Sun.     8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/1/2022 - Feast of Mary, Mother of God 
 Masses Fri.(12/31)  5:30 pm 
    Sat.   10:00 am 
 
1/2/2022 - Feast of the Epiphany 
 Masses Sat. (1/1)   5:30 pm 
    Sun.     8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
1/9/2022 - Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord 
 Masses Sat.   5:30 pm 
    Sun.   8:00 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am 
 
 
 
Weekday Mass Schedule 
 
 Every Tuesday. thru Friday  8:30 am  
 Except no 8:30 a.m. Mass on Fri. 12/24  
 
 
 
Advent Confession Opportunities 
 
 Offered on selected days in Advent from 11/30 thru 12/23 
  Tuesdays       4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
  Thursdays      4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
  Saturdays      4:00 pm—5:00 pm 
 And by appointment. 
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Online Resources 

 Advent is the season that begins the liturgical year.  It consists of 
four Sundays starting with the Sunday closest to November 30th.  The 
word advent is derived from the Latin adventus, which means "coming" 
or "arrival."  In the time of the Roman empire, the word adventus re-
ferred to the arrival of a person of dignity and great power -- a king, em-
peror, or even one of the gods.  For Christians, Advent is the time when 
the church patiently prepares for the coming of the King of Kings, Jesus 
Christ.  Advent occurs in the month of December and is usually consid-
ered to be a prelude to Christmas.  But Advent can also help us focus 
on three distinct “comings” of Christ.  First, we remember the Lord's 
humble first coming in Bethlehem two thousand years ago.  Second, we 
give thanks for His present and continual coming to us through Word 
and Sacrament.  Finally, we look forward to His second coming in glory 
to judge the living and the dead on the Last Day. 
 While the world around us is overwhelmed by the furious rush of 
shopping, decorations, parties, and other distractions, Christians pause 
during the season of Advent to contemplate the wonder of God's tre-
mendous gift to His creation, Jesus Christ, God made man.  We ap-
proach this time of year in much the same way as expectant parents 
approach the months before a child is born.  There are feelings of exhil-
aration, uneasiness, longing, and awe as the day of arrival approaches.  
Just as parents-to-be do everything they can to get ready and put 
things into good order, God's people prepare themselves at home and 
at church for the coming of the Lord. 

The Season of Advent 

The parish is eager to provide resources to us to accompany and sup-
port us in our Advent journey.  Here are some of the resources that you 
can take advantage of: 
  Advent Brochure 
  Advent Wreath 
  Jesse Tree 
  The “O” Antiphons 
  The Best Advent Ever (by Dynamic Catholic) 
  Daily Advent Reflections (from Bp. Robert Barron) 
  Advent Videos 
  The “Pray More Advent Retreat” 
To learn more about these spiritual resources, please refer to our web-
site at:  https://www.smlj.org/advent-resources 
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The Advent Wreath 

 The Advent wreath is part of our long-
standing Catholic tradition. By the Middle 
Ages, Christians were using Advent 
wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation 
for Christmas, both in churches and in 
homes. 
 The Advent wreath is a ring of ever-
greens with four candles, one for each week 
of Advent.  Traditionally, three of the candles 
are violet (for weeks 1, 2 and 4) and one is 
rose (for week 3).   
 Every part of the wreath reminds us of an important truth about 
God.  The circle shape of the wreath stands for the unending love of 
God - a love without beginning or end.  The evergreens covering the 
wreath suggest life and growth and hope. 
 The light that the candles give reminds us of Jesus, the Light of the 
world.  The light coming from the candles increases throughout Advent 
as each week one more candle is lit.  The weeks of waiting for the can-
dles’ full light help us to recall the world’s long years of waiting for Je-
sus, the Light. 
 On the First Sunday of Advent, we light a single violet candle, 
called the Prophet’s Candle, for the holy men who foretold the coming 
of the Messiah to the Jewish people. 
 On the Second Sunday of Advent, we light two violet candles.  The 
second candle is called the Bethlehem Candle, recalling when Jesus 
was born in the small city of Bethlehem.  
 On the Third Sunday of Advent, we light the rose-colored (pink) 
candle, in addition to the original two candles lit in prior weeks. The 
third (rose or pink) candle is called the Shepherds’ Candle, reminding 
us of the shepherds, who listened and obeyed the angels, saw Jesus 
and believed, and told others what they found. 
 On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light all four candles on the 
wreath.  The fourth candle, a violet candle,  is called the Angels’ Can-
dle, for the Angel Gabriel’s appearance to Mary to tell her that God had 
chosen her to be the mother of Jesus, and for the angels who sang 
songs of praise to God to the shepherds in their fields. 
 This Advent, the parish of St. Michael is encouraging our faithful to 
adopt the devotion of the Advent Wreath.  Advent wreaths and candles 
are available for purchase from the Knights of Columbus in the hall.  
For more information about the Advent Wreath and how to celebrate 
this Advent devotion in your home. go to our St. Michael’s website at:  
www.smlj.org/adventwreath. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Loving Father,  

you have revealed yourself to us and even now you call us to you.  

You call us to: 

 wait 

 watch 

 look for signs. 

You call us to hope. 

Help us to remain in you. 

Help us not to lose heart. 

Keep our eyes toward heaven. 

Make us ready for your coming. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Watching in Hope 
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Sunday, November 28, 2021 
Promises Fulfilled 

 
Today’s readings: Jeremiah 33:14–16; Psalm 25:4–5, 8–9, 10, 14; 1 Thessalonians 
3:12—4:2; Luke 21:25–28, 34–36. 
 

Advent, the start of the liturgical year, is a season of preparation for 
Christ’s coming. The decorations that are out already may make it ap-
pear that Christmas has arrived. But without anticipation, our celebra-
tion cannot be full. In fact, the first two weeks of the season of Advent 
do not focus on the birth of Jesus at all, but on our hope for his coming 
at the end of time.  
 What is it that we hope for?  
 When we look around, we see that the world is not as it should be. 
There is illness, suffering, poverty, and injustice. People die. Grief and 
loss are real. Too often, death comes violently, leaving a different kind 
of pain in its wake. Sometimes we think that this cannot be what our 
loving God intended for the world. 
 Indeed, God promises something different. Throughout Scripture 
and history, we know that God is a keeper of promises. It is in those 
promises that we hope. Jesus and the prophets describe perfect justice, 
the end of suffering and pain, peace among people, a new heaven and a 
new earth. The world portrayed in the readings cannot come without 
disruption. The old must fall away. What is not of God must fall away 
to make way for the completely new thing that God is doing. 
 Is there anything that must fall away for God’s light to live fully in 
you? 

© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Father,  

from the beginning, 

you have revealed yourself. 

You have called us to walk in your ways. 

We wait for you to bring to fulfillment 

the work you are doing 

from the creation of the earth 

to today. 

We wait in hope. 

Help us to do our small part 

to make a path for you, 

a highway for our God. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Highway for Our God 
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Sunday, December 5, 2021 
All Flesh Shall See the Salvation of God 

 
Today’s readings: Baruch 5:1–9; Psalm 126:1–2, 2–3, 4–5, 6; Philemon 1:4–6, 8–11; 
Luke 3:1–6.  
 

 John the Baptist and Mary, the mother of our Lord, are our exam-
ples for how to live during Advent. Both waited, watched, and pre-
pared. They did then what we hope to do now.  
 Today, we hear John proclaim that “all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.” As John preaches, teaches, and baptizes in the wilderness, he 
focuses on what God is doing: God is saving. John performs his task. 
He makes straight a path. He clears the way. 
 John is called by God within the prophetic tradition of the people 
of Israel. We hear it when he quotes Isaiah and in the echo of those 
words in the prophet Baruch. Rooted in the people of Israel and in 
Scripture, John has practice listening to God’s voice. In the wilderness, 
he hears that God is doing something new. God is bringing all flesh into 
the plan of salvation, as foretold in the prophets of old.  
 God was inaugurating the promised kingdom of justice and peace, 
creating a new heaven and a new earth. John called the people to turn 
away from the ways that had fallen short of God’s vision for them, and 
people flocked to him because they saw the world’s brokenness and 
knew that God had promised something different. Something new.  
 We wait in hope for the fullness of this same kingdom. Like John, 
we are called to prepare its way. How has God invited you to make 
straight his paths? 

© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 
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Hail Mary 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 

The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed are you among women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners, 

now and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Tuesday, De-
cember 8, 2020 

Mary’s “Yes” 
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Wednesday,  
December 8, 2021 

 
Mary’s “Yes” 

 
Today’s Readings: Genesis 3:9-15,20; Psalm 98; Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12; Luke 1:26-38. 
 

 The name of today’s feast, the Immaculate Conception, refers to 
Mary being conceived without original sin.  God prepared her from her 
first moment of life for the singular honor of bearing his only begotten 
Son into the world, playing an indispensable role in redeeming human-
kind, even all of creation.  Within Mary, God finds the perfect human 
partner in bringing about his plan of redemption, in which God himself 
takes on human flesh to truly be “God with us” in the person of Jesus. 
 The Angel Gabriel came to Mary and greeted her with the words 
“Hail Mary”.  She was troubled and did not understand the meaning of 
the visit or the greeting.  The angel told Mary that she had found favor 
with God and that she would conceive and bear a son, who shall be 
named Jesus.  Mary replied in doubt how this could happen since she 
had no relations with a man.  The angel then explained that the Holy 
Spirit would overshadow her, therefore the child to be born would be 
called holy, the Son of God. 
 After the angel explained to Mary that nothing was impossible with 
God, she proclaimed her agreement to do God’s will, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your 
word.” 
 Mary’s response of “Yes” was an amazing act of faith for a very 
young, unmarried woman who knew that the path she accepted would 
be filled with uncertainty.  Her response of “Yes” is a model to all of us 
as to how we should respond to what God asks of us.  May our Advent 
journey help prepare us to be willing disciples of Christ in our world. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Loving Father, 

in your goodness 

you have made us in your image. 

Make us an image 

of your justice, mercy, and peace 

that, like John, 

we might point the way to you. 

Bring all the world into the light of your love 

that we might see your glory forever. 

Let our rejoicing now be the seed 

of the joy that is to come. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Make Us an Image of Justice  
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Sunday, December 12, 2021 
Rejoice! 

 
Today’s readings: Zephaniah 3:14–18a; Philemon 4:4–7; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4, 5–6; Luke 
3:10–18.  
 

 The nearness of Jesus, our salvation, is now made present and brings 
with it a call to rejoice.  
In today’s Gospel, the people ask John the Baptist what they are to do. 
His answer is always the same: act with justice. The Jewish people, then 
and now, await a messiah who will bring about perfect justice. John 
speaks to people waiting and watching, yesterday and today: act with 
justice. 
Often, a need to change is not associated with “good news.” Yet the 
people feel something in their hearts when they are with John. They 
experience his preaching as good news even when it is challenging. 
They desire the kingdom of God and see that the world is not there 
yet. They are called to change. John also makes clear that they them-
selves do not have to do everything. That is also a hopeful message. 
Each person does their part, and their part is enough. It is God who 
brings about the kingdom of justice and peace, fulfilling the work begun 
in creation.  
John speaks of a baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire can purify 
metal, and its heat in boiling water sterilizes objects. While preparing 
for Jesus’ coming, we might ask the Spirit to purify our hearts so that we 
seek to act justly. What could you do this week to live the value of jus-
tice? What in you must be taken away to live this more perfectly?  

© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Father,  

you keep your promises 

to Sarah, to Hannah, 

to Elizabeth, to Mary, 

to your people Israel. 

You have promised to heal the world 

and to fill it with your love 

like water fills the sea. 

Help us to wait in hope. 

Give us food for the journey 

that our eyes might see your salvation. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Keeper of Promises 
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Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Blessed Are You Who Believed 

 
Today’s readings: Micah 5:1–4a; Psalm 80:2–3, 15–16, 18–19; Hebrews 10:5–10;  
Luke 1:39–45.  
 

In the season of Advent, we look to those who watched and waited for 
Jesus when he first came into the world. The people of Israel, who first 
heard the words of the prophets, were waiting. The prophets spoke 
God’s Word to them and gave them hope. They described the one 
who would come and the kingdom he would bring. Micah says his 
greatness extends to the ends of the earth. 
Mary waited for the messiah throughout her early life. But she waited 
for Jesus in a way unique to her. When she was invited to be part of 
this completely new thing God was doing, she said yes with her whole 
heart. And then she set out. 
Elizabeth’s words to Mary communicate something important. 
“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the 
Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary is blessed because she knew that God 
was a keeper of promises. As we wait in hope, we can meditate on this 
truth. Take some time to think about what we hope for. We often wor-
ry about the conditions of the world. The weight of its brokenness can 
be hard to bear. But God keeps promises. In the words of the prophets 
and in the life of Jesus, a new possibility is revealed. Take some time 
today to meditate on the possibility of a world filled with God’s love, 
governed by justice and peace to the ends of the earth. 

© 2021 Liturgy Training Publications. 800-933-1800. Text by Kathryn Ball-Boruff. 
Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago on February 9, 2021. 



Christmas Masses: 
12/24/21 (Friday) - Vigil of Christmas  

In the Church  -  4:00pm, 6:00pm, 9:00pm 
12/25/21  (Saturday) - Christmas Day -  

In the Church  -  10:00 am 
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