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For Your Information 

Important Dates 

H appy Advent season! In this 
coming year, the Jubilee of 

Mercy, we have a busy schedule in our 
parish. In January, we have two events that 
you don’t want to miss: a live performance 
from Saint Luke Productions: “Faustina 
Messenger of Divine Mercy”, and group 
discussions of Pope Francis' Encyclical 
Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home. 
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Fr. Giovanni  -  January 25 

Please check flyers on pages 29 & 30 for more information. In February, during 
Lent, our parish is embarking in the second season of the faith sharing 
program ARISE  TOGETHER IN CHRIST.  PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.SMLJ.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

In this issue, you’ll find, in Clergy’s Corner, Fr. Leo, message for Advent, 
and Fr. Giovanni, invitation to forgive others. In From the Deacon’s Desk, 
Deacon Gary explains the changes of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. In Life in 
Rome, Blake Novosad, shares some highlights of his seminary life. In A 
Conversion Story, Mark McBurnett shares about his conversion to Catholicism. 
In Did You Know? Richard Keistler continues his reflections on the Holy 
Rosary. In Marian Pilgrimage, Jet Booth and Margaret Reed share their 
experiences of our trip to Europe “Following in the Footsteps of Mary.”  

The Liturgical Season features the insights of our present and past popes 
on the solemnities and feasts that we celebrate this season. In From the 
Vatican, we have excerpts from Pope Francis’ homilies from recent dates; and 
the Final Relatio of the Synod on the Family. In The Saints we feature essays 
written by members of our youth ministry: Matthew Land and Perla Jauregui. 
We also include a list of  Bible Studies and Prayer Groups that you may 
consider joining. 

Your comments are welcome. Please do not hesitate to contact the editors 
or any of the team members. On behalf of the Adult Faith Formation team we 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.      

Margarita Prinz 

Deacon Gary -  January 31 
1st Anniversary of Ordination 
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Explanation of the Motto and the Logo (Year of 
Mercy) 

The motto and the logo come together to offer a synthesis of the 
ideal underlying the Jubilee Year.  

The motto Merciful Like the Father (taken from the Gospel of 
Luke, 6:36) serves as an invitation to follow the merciful example of 
the Father who asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive and to 
give love and forgiveness without measure (cfr. Lk 6:37-38).  

The logo, the work of Jesuit Father Marko I. Rupnik, is in itself a 
concentrated summa theologiae of the theme of mercy. It 
represents, in fact, an image very dear to the early Church, i.e. the 
love of Christ who brings the mystery of his incarnation to fulfillment 
with the redemption. The logo has been conceived in such a way 
that the Good Shepherd touches humanity’s flesh so deeply and with 
such love as to bring about a radical change. One feature of the logo 

which cannot fail to emerge is how, having raised humanity onto his shoulders in a gesture 
which demonstrates extreme mercy, the eyes of the Good Shepherd and those of Adam 
become united so that Christ sees through the eyes of Adam, and vice-versa. Every man and 
woman thus discovers in Christ, the new Adam, his or her own humanity and the future to 
come, contemplating in the eyes of Christ the Father’s love.  

The scene is set within a mandorla (an almond shape), a device dear to early and medieval 
iconography, which underlines the presence of the two natures–divine and human–in Christ. 
The three concentric ovals, progressively lighter in color as they extend towards the outer 
edge, suggests the dynamic by which Christ carries humanity out of the night of sin and death. 
Conversely, the depth of the darker color suggests the impenetrability of the love of the Father 
who forgives all.  

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and have told 

us that whoever sees you sees Him. Show us your face and we will be saved. 
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; the 

adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter weep 
after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan 
woman: “If you knew the gift of God!” 

 You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power above 
all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and 
glorified. You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in order that they 
may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel 
sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

 Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of 
Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 
bring good news to the poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight 
to the blind.  

 We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy; you 
who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Clergy’s Corner 

“S tand up...hold your head straight..for your salvation is 
near at hand!” 

That’s where we are at this writing… full of expectation, full of 
anticipation and hope. I just wish we would not have so many 
distractions… wouldn’t it be nice? But we have to live where we are and 
make the best from what we’ve been given. 
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Pope Francis has given us something to ponder on December 8th our National Feast Day. 
We will begin a Year of Mercy… God’s mercy to his people. His mercy we cannot earn.. We 
cannot merit. It’s there always calling us to accept. 

This Christmas Season is a wonderful time of meditation and reflection...God has done 
His part by becoming one of us..The other part is ours..an openness to receive as did Mary. 
Openness to walk with Emmanuel (God is with us) is where our vocations lie as did Mary’s. 

May you have a focused and open advent and receive His mercy. 
Shalom! 

Msgr. Leo Wleczyk 

We need to forgive others. 

O n the Second Sunday of Easter Pope Francis solemnly 
announced the plans for an Extraordinary Holy Year that will 

begin on Dec. 8 of this year and continue until the Solemnity of Christ the 
King in 2016. 

He states, “The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call 
to mercy once more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear the 
weaknesses and struggles of our brothers and sisters. Within this year of 

grace and blessing, we need to practice specific elements of importance: We need to forgive 
others. 

In order to receive forgiveness for our sins, we need to forgive others. Forgiving others 
allows us to overcome feelings of anger, bitterness, or revenge. Forgiveness can heal spiritual 
wounds and bring the peace and love that only God can give. 

Let us meditate this passage from the Gospel of Matthew 6: 14-15; 18: 21-35. May God 
help us to prepare worthily our soul in this Holy Year of Mercy.                  

 Fr. Giovanni Nguyen  

From the Deacon's Desk 
Why do we do that? 

M any of you have shared how much you have enjoyed the 
Deacon Minute I have included in my last several homilies. 

Hopefully you have gained some insight of what the role and function of 
the Permanent Deacon is, as well as some trivia to share with others. I 
have also been encouraged by the number of men who have begun 
listening to the voice of God calling them to consider the Permanent 
Diaconate and I ask that we all continue to pray for vocations. 
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From the Deacon's Desk 
As you know, we have been implementing some new procedures and guidelines regarding 

our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Any time there is change there are a number 
of people who have questions and concerns. I would like to take this time to clarify some of the 
changes and invite you to share this information with those who may not take time to read The 
Light. 

First and foremost, please know that our goal for changing some of the procedures for the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist was not just to speed up Mass. The Sacrament of Communion is one 
of the most intimate ways we encounter Jesus Christ. As you come forward to receive the 
Body and Blood of Jesus, place yourself in His presence and make sure your “Amen” is 
thoughtful and sincere. 

To help everyone focus more clearly on what we are celebrating, notice that we are now 
bringing prefilled cups of wine to be consecrated. They are placed to the outer edge of the altar 
on a corporal. This allows for our focus to be on the chalice and the ciborium used by the 
priest. Previously, a large flagen filled with wine to which water was poured, was used to fill the 
priest’s chalice and the extra cups. Now that the cups are prefilled, the question has been 
asked, “Why do we not add water to the extra cups?”  Here is what I found: 

The Secretariat of Divine Worship frequently receives inquiries about the practice 
of mixing water and wine in the chalice during the preparation of the gifts at Mass, 
specifically how this is to be carried out if there are several chalices prepared when 
Holy Communion is distributed under both species. In a letter dated April 30, 2012 
(Prot. n. 1193/11/L), Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia, O.P., Secretary of the 
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, offered to 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond, Committee Chairman, an observation regarding the 
practice, as the Congregation, too, has received questions about how to interpret and 
enact the rubrics in this regard. 

Archbishop Di Noia writes: “[T]his Congregation takes the view that it is sufficient 
for the water to be added only to the chalice used by the main Celebrant. The addition 
of water to the other chalices, however, would not in any way be considered to be an 
abuse.” Canon 924 §1 states, “The most holy Eucharistic sacrifice must be offered 
with bread and with wine in which a little water must be mixed.” Still, it has long been 
held, and affirmed by the Council of Trent, that the ritual mixing of wine and water is 
symbolic of the blood and water flowing from Christ’s side as he hung upon the cross. 
The words spoken as the gesture is carried out, “By the mystery of this water and 
wine may we come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in 
our humanity,” also indicate that the mixing represents the unification of Christ’s 
divinity with our humanity. 

The other change regards purifying the vessels after communion. Only a priest, deacon or 
instituted acolyte may purify vessels or combine consecrated hosts to be placed in the 
tabernacle. The fragments are gathered and placed in a ciborium. The ciborium is placed in 
the tabernacle and once the door is closed, the congregation may be seated. According to the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal #279, “The sacred vessels are purified by the Priest, 
the Deacon, or an instituted acolyte after Communion or after Mass, in so far as possible at the 
credence table.”  I hope this has been helpful and I pray your deeper understanding of the 
Mass will enrich your life and the lives of those you encounter. God Bless you. 

 Deacon Gary Forse 
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By Blake Novosad 

I  would like to extend my greeting from Rome to all of you, my 
brother and sister parishioners of St. Michael’s. I know that many 

of you are praying for me for which I am deeply grateful as life in seminary 
formation, while grace filled, is also trying. Know of my prayers for you as 
well and my desire to serve you as a priest in our archdiocese. 

It is hard to believe that I have already spent four and a half months in 
Rome. Upon arriving I, along with 71 other new men, spent a week 
traveling through the city touring and attending Mass in many famous 

churches (St. John Lateran, St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. Peter’s, the catacombs). We were 
also treated to delicious dinners on our rooftop terrace overlooking St. Peter’s and the city of 
Rome. 

After that initial week of orientation we new men separated into three groups and journeyed 
to Italian language school (located in Verbania, Siena, and Assisi). I was in a group of about 30 
men in Assisi. This was a wonderful time as we were able to grow in fraternity, visit both Saints 
Francis and Clare of Assisi, as well as enjoy a beautiful view of the Umbrian valley. However, 
this time was not without trial as we had six hours of Italian every day. Non mi piaceva! 

Upon returning to Rome in late August we, the new men class, continued our orientation at 
the Pontifical North American College (NAC) as well as our Italian lessons with four hours of 
class every morning. This continued through the month of September until my class and I went 
to Greccio (the site of the first nativity scene created by St. Francis) for a weeklong silent retreat 
in order to prepare for the school year. When we returned to Rome we participated in the 
ordination of 40 transitional deacons (men who will be ordained priests this summer), which 
took place in St. Peter’s Basilica and was celebrated by Cardinal Dolan of the Archdiocese of 
New York. I was blessed to be a part of the choir and was able to sing beautiful music in one of 
the greatest churches in the world. The following Monday (October 5th) classes finally began. 

An average day for me begins around 5:20 AM as I have to get ready for morning prayer and 
Mass which begins promptly at 6:15 AM. After Mass we have a quick breakfast and head out to 
our respective universities. On my way to class I usually stop inside the church of Santa Maria 
Sopra Minerva to say a prayer before the tomb of St. Catherine of Siena, then pause before 
leaving to admire a sculpture by Michelangelo named “Christ the Redeemer”. I figure that God 
has brought me to Rome for a reason so I better appreciate the saints and the art as much as I 
can while I’m here! 

I attend the Gregorian University, which was founded in 1551 by St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
Classes used to be taught in Latin but thankfully after Vatican II they switched over to Italian… 
Most days I am in class from 8:30 AM to 12:15 PM and then I head back to the NAC for a 
community rosary and pranzo (lunch). After pranzo we have the afternoon off to read for class, 
meet with our spiritual directors and formation advisors, exercise, or attend to any other tasks/
responsibilities we may have (e.g. I meet with a tutor twice a week to work on my Italian). At 
6:45 PM we have evening prayer together followed by cena (supper) and then the rest of the 
night is free. Because we arise so early we usually get to bed around 10 PM, although there are 
a few night owls here. 

As many of you are probably thinking, I am very blessed to be living, studying, and praying in 
Rome. There are opportunities and experiences here that I would not have if I was studying in 
the United States, such as living next to the Holy Father, traveling Europe one weekend each 
month, and developing friendships with men from all over the United States, as well as with a 

Life in Rome 
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Life in Rome 
few from Australia!  However, as I have already mentioned, seminary life is very challenging 
and attending seminary in a foreign country presents added challenges, such as learning a 
new language and culture and being separated from your family and friends. Yet I know that 
this is the will of God for me and that He is using all these challenges and blessings to shape 
me into the priest He created me to be, God willing conformed in some small way to Jesus 
Christ our great High Priest. 

I would like to end this update in the same way I began, in a spirit of gratitude. Thank you all 
so much for raising me and forming me into the man I am today. Thank you for all your prayers 
through the years and especially during these last few years of my life in seminary. I am 
always so happy to come home and see you all; you give meaning to my vocation. Our parish 
is a family; we must look after each other, we must be involved in each other’s lives. I will 
always be grateful for the love and support you all showed me and I hope that we as a parish 
continue to grow in love and to serve one another the way Christ calls us to, the way the early 
Christians did.  

Finally, please remember to pray for Father Leo and Father Giovanni. These men are our 
shepherds who have given their lives to Christ out of love for us. Jesus Himself comes to dwell 
in our souls everyday through their hands, what an incredible gift. We must always remember 
to thank God for them and to intercede for them so that they may continue to lead us closer to 
our good and loving God. 

Conversion Story 

still am) very analytical and was not inclined to accept anything just because someone told me 
it was true, “God said it”, or it was printed in the “Bible”. Accepting anything based on “faith” 
was just not happening. 

Coming from a protestant family, I really knew very little about Catholicism other than it was 
somehow different. When I started College, I began to feel something was lacking in my life 
but had only a vague idea what it might be. Churchgoing friends seem to be more “settled”. My 
curiosity led me to church services as several different protestant churches. However, I was 
not finding my answer. As a male, I was also not about to ask anyone, but God must have 
been listening. I met a Catholic girl, she invited me to Mass, and I went. It was different. I 
remember being struck by the reverence given to bread and wine. At this point in my life a 
transition began. I kept going to Mass. I observed, evaluated, analyzed, studied, and began to 
participate. Slowly something was sinking in. 

What drew me in? Catholics tend to live their religion without wearing it on their sleeve. 

By Mark McBurnett 

G rowing up, 
my family 

was protestant, but we 
didn’t go to church 
much; as a teenager 
my faith life was 
essentially nil. At best 
I would say I was 
agnostic. I was (and  
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By Richard Keistler 

M y last article in this periodical 
concerned the life and work of 

Father Patrick Peyton, known as the “Rosary 
Priest”. We’ll continue our look at particulars 
about this prayer that has provided hope and 
comfort to Christians for many centuries.  

When I began in RCIA here in 2010, I was 
immediately drawn to this timeless prayer, and 
was fascinated by the history and the amazing 
variety of Rosary beads throughout history. 
Considering the worldwide recitation of this 
prayer and the hundreds of confraternities 
dedicated to its use, we might think that there 
would be countless Rosaries out there. Not so; 
most Catholics throughout history felt rich to 
have one Rosary. Also, countless Catholics 

Did you Know? 

have been buried with their bodies holding their Rosaries in their hands. If any of you have 
antique Rosaries, perhaps from deceased family members, please count yourselves 
fortunate, indeed.  

In my study of the Rosary in 2010, I came across a beautiful Rosary that appeared most 
unique. Each decade was a different color! As I researched further, I learned that the 
beautiful colors had a purpose: world peace.  

The world peace Rosary was developed and introduced by Bishop Fulton Sheen in 1951. 
Think about it:  we were deep into the Korean War; the Soviet Union had developed their 
own atomic bomb. Mainland China had fallen to the Communists under Mao Tse-Tung. India 

Conversion Story 
There was never pressure to convert. There were no platitudes about “saving” me. Catholics 
view scripture in context. This is the Church built upon Peter; its roots begin at the beginning.  

I sat, observed, and participated for 8 years. During those years, I married the girl, and we 
started a family. 

When we moved and became parishioners at St. Mary’s in League City, I decided to enter 
the RCIA program. I am not sure what it was that pushed me over, but something told me do it 
now. I had no real idea what to expect, but I had made the decision that I needed more than to 
just sit, observe and only partially participate. What I found carried forward exactly the same 
values that I had observed for 8 years. The material was based on scripture and the teaching 
of Christ as handed down by generations starting with his original disciples. The decisions 
were mine, and I was never pressured or judged by the RCIA team. It was not about how much 
knowledge I could retain or how many bible passages I could recite, and there were no exams. 
We talked about what it means to be Catholic and what Catholics believe. We prayed. The 
RCIA team was there to help me make the conversion, and only if I was ready. In the end, 
there was only one question - are you ready?  With what is now 32 years of hind sight, I wish I 
had gotten there sooner.     
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Did you Know? 
had declared its independence from Great Britain. Senator McCarthy was orchestrating a fear 
campaign searching out hidden ‘Communists’. In other words, it was a very turbulent time.  

Bishop Sheen was always a believer in prayer, and in the power of praying the Rosary. For 
most Christians, praying the Rosary consists of five decades of prayers under the Rosary 
Mysteries—at that time, the Joyful, the Sorrowful and the Glorious Mysteries. His inspiration 
was to dedicate a decade for each of the Mystery sets to the five regions of the earth:  yellow 
beads represented Asia; blue beads represented Australia and the Pacific Rim; clear or white 
beads represented Europe; red beads represented the Americas; and the green beads 
represented Africa.  

Therefore, any Christian praying the Holy Rosary can offer up prayers to Mary and Our Lord 
for peace for everyone on Earth. For me, and I pray the world peace Rosary more than any of 
my other beads, after I say the ‘Our Father’ and before my first ‘Hail Mary’, I simply say to 
myself, “For the people of …”, according to which decade and color of beads are on the 
Rosary.  

It’s really funny, the number of Catholics who have no idea what these colorful beads stand 
for!  Most recently, I was in the store of a local jeweler who had Rosaries for sale in his 
window, and he had a world peace Rosary there—he’s a Catholic. He thought it was simply a 
beautiful variation of beads and was fascinated to learn the true meaning.  

I own several different variations of the world peace Rosary, including the ladder version that 
I use most often. I also own one with a Knights of Columbus center medal. Should anyone 
reading this be interested in owning one of these beautiful Rosaries, they can easily be found 
on EBay and many other places on the internet at Catholic stores, and are usually no more 
expensive than other Rosaries. For those who believe in the power of intercessory prayer, it is 
an easy and magnificent way to advance the cause of world peace and concern for all our 
brothers and sisters.  

Marian Pilgrimage   

O ur pilgrimage trip to Europe “Following in the 
Footsteps of Mary” with Fr. Giovanni was 

exciting, overwhelming at some times, very very tiring, 
but you know what I will do it all over again. The joy to 
pray, eat, laugh and visit the holy places with 
parishioners that only knew from afar was wonderful. To 
see how every one helped whoever needed help or just 
being there to hold one another in our long, long walks 
was an incredible experience. Yes, there were days that 
I didn’t want to get up in the early hours of the day, but 
at the end of the day I was glad I did. This experience 
brought us together as a community and will be with me 
forever.  

We hope to have all twenty-four of us write comments 
about this experience. We will get more in future issues. 
In the mean time here there are two from Jet Booth and 
Margaret Reed.      

 Our Lady of Fatima Basilica 
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Marian Pilgrimage   
Jet Booth wrote:  Fr. Giovanni led forty eight of us in the footsteps of Mary during October. In 15 

days we covered 4 countries by plane, train, bus, water taxi and thousands of footsteps. How do you 
put it all in words? All I know is none of us came back the same as before.  

I pulled out holy cards to share with our RCIA families and ...POW! For the first time these saints 
pictures came ALIVE! They were REAL because we were blessed to visit the holy spots where 
these saints lived and died.  

At Lourdes we visited Bernadette's home, her basilica and grave and washed in the healing 
waters of the Grotto of the Apparitions. We also visited the home of St. Therese of Lisieux and St. 
Lucia of Fatima. We joined thousands of people to pray in a candlelight procession in Fatima square 
We were truly blessed to visit these beautiful basilicas erected in their honor, hear their lives again 
and pray like we never prayed before for family, friends and all our parish. Daily we celebrated 
Eucharist together. To serve as lector or Eucharistic minister just took your breath away. You knew 
there were miracles here, lives changed and you couldn't help but ask the Lord to change your own 
heart, too. 

Assisi was special to me for the simplicity, the spirit there. Churches there held the remains of 
both St. Francis and St. Clare. In the small chapel we stood before the actual cross that St. Francis 
heard the Lord say, "Stand up. Go and fix my Church." Imagine. The visit there was too short 

The high point was Rome. We got up in the wee hours of the morning to arrive early to see the 
Vatican Museum with the magnificent Sistine Chapel. Then we waited on tiptoe until Pope Francis 
came by in his Pope mobile only three rows from us! How humbling it was to be in the Vatican to 
celebrate Eucharist again within a few feet of the popes’ tombs- including Pope John Paul the Great 
and St. Peter!  

I came away with sore feet and too many photos like my fellow pilgrims. But even more so I 
appreciated these saints on these holy cards because of how they lived and how God touched their 
ordinary lives and set their hearts on fire. I felt I was given a chance to open my heart and let God 
do the same for each one of us. I knew none of us came back the same. 

If you have an opportunity to travel with Fr. Giovanni on the next pilgrimage, do it. He is a great 
"Papa". And, pilgrim, be sure to wear comfortable shoes.  

 

Margaret Reed wrote: The Marian Pilgrimage with Fr. Giovanni was a once-in-a-lifetime event for 
me. Once we arrived in Europe, we covered about 8,500 miles by bus and train and who knows how 
many more on foot!  We visited so many holy places, Fatima, Avila, Lisieux, Lourdes, Assisi, 
Lanciano and Rome and along the way we visited Paris and Venice as well.  

My favorite place was Lourdes. Because we were able to stay 2 days, we had time to make 
several visits to the Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes as it was within walking distance from our hotel. 
One of the days, I spent about 2 hours by myself visiting the Grotto, The Rosary Basilica and The 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. It was so peaceful even though there were always hundreds 
of people around. In the evening we attended the candlelight procession led by all the people in 
wheelchairs and were able to recite the rosary along with people of all languages. At the end of each 
decade everyone sang the refrain to “Ave Maria”. It was very moving. 

Lanciano, Italy was another favorite. We were only there about 2 hours but we got to celebrate 
the Mass in sight of the actual Body and Blood of Christ! I don’t have enough space here to explain 
this miracle from the 9th century but I would encourage you to go to this website to read more. http://
www.therealpresence.org/eucharst/mir/lanciano.html 

Of course I will never forget the excitement of everyone as we attended the Papal Audience in 
Rome. Pope Francis rode through the crowd in the Pope-mobile and we were very close to him!  I 
never thought I’d get to be that close to any Pope, but there he was. He just seemed so friendly, 
always smiling and stopping occasionally to reach out and touch the crowd. 

We all came home with new friends, tired feet and a renewed love of our mother, Mary. Next time 
Fr. Giovanni offers a pilgrimage, grab your walking shoes and hop on board!  You won’t be sorry. 
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ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS JOHN PAUL II DURING HIS VISIT 
TO THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION. Washington, DC Sunday, 7 October 1979. 

M y first desire in this National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception is to direct my 

thoughts, to turn my heart to the woman of salvation history.  
In the eternal design of God, this woman, Mary, was 

chosen to enter into the work of the Incarnation and 
Redemption. And this design of God was to be actuated 
through her free decision given in obedience to the divine 
will. Through her yes—a yes that pervades and is reflected 
in all history, she consented to be the Virgin Mother of our 
saving God, the handmaid of the Lord and, at the same 
time, the Mother of all the faithful who in the course of 
centuries would become the brothers and sisters of her Son.  

Through her, the Sun of Justice was to rise in the world. 
Through her, the great healer of humanity, the Reconciler of 
hearts and consciences—her Son, the God-man Jesus 

Christ—was to transform the human condition and, by his death and Resurrection, uplift the 
entire human family.  

As a great sign that appeared in the heavens in the fullness of time, the woman dominates 
all history as the Virgin Mother of the Son, and as the Spouse of the Holy Spirit—as the 
handmaid of humanity. And the woman becomes also—by association with her Son—the sign 
of contradiction to the world and, at the same time, the sign of hope whom all generations shall 
call blessed: the woman who conceived spiritually before she conceived physically; the woman 
who accepted the word of God; the woman who was inserted intimately and irrevocably into 
the mystery of the Church, exercising a spiritual Motherhood with regard to all people; the 
woman who is honored as Queen of Apostles, without herself being inserted into the 
hierarchical constitution of the Church. And yet this woman made all hierarchy possible, 
because she gave to the world the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.  

This woman, this Mary of the Gospel, who is not mentioned as being at the Last Supper, 
comes back again at the foot of the Cross, in order to consummate her contribution to 
salvation history. By her courageous act, she prefigures and anticipates the courage of all 
women throughout the ages who concur in bringing forth Christ in every generation. At 
Pentecost, the Virgin Mother once again comes forward to exercise her role in union with the 
Apostles, with and in and over the Church. Yet again she conceives of the Holy Spirit, to bring 
forth Jesus in the fullness of his Body, the Church—never to leave him, never to abandon him, 
but to continue to love and serve him through the ages.  

This is the woman of history and destiny, who inspires us today: the woman who speaks to 
us of femininity, human dignity, and love, and who is the greatest expression of total 
consecration to Jesus Christ, in whose name we are gathered today. 
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1979/october/documents/hf_jp-
ii_spe_19791007_usa_washington_immacolata.html 

The Immaculate Conception Solemnity, December 8 

The Liturgical  Season 
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An Excerpt from the Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis at the 
Vatican Basilica on Friday, 12 December 2014, 

O n this Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, let us first of 
all gratefully remember her visit and maternal 

closeness; let us sing her Magnificat with Her; and let us entrust 
the life of our peoples and the continental mission of the Church 
to her. When she appeared to St Juan Diego on the Hill of 
Tepeyac, she presented herself as the “ever perfect Holy Virgin 
Mary, Mother of the true God” (Nican Mopohua); and so made a 
new “visitation”. She also hastened attentively to embrace the 
new American peoples, at their dramatic birth. It was as though a 
“great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet” (Rev 12:1), taking upon 
herself the cultural and religious symbolism of the indigenous 
peoples, she proclaimed and gave her Son to all these new 
peoples lacerated by their mixed origin… 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast, December 12 

The Holy Mother of God visited these peoples and has wished to remain with them. She 
mysteriously left her sacred image imprinted on the tilma [cloak] of her messenger so we would 
feel her constant presence, thereby becoming a symbol of Mary’s covenant with these 
peoples, to whom she imparts her soul and tenderness... 

God, in his way, “has hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 
them to the lowly and humble, to the lowly in heart” (cf. Mt 11:25). In the wonders that the Lord 
has fulfilled in Mary, She recognizes her Son’s manner and mode of conduct in salvation 
history… He lifts up the humble, comes to the aid of the poor and the lowly, fills with goodness, 
with blessings and hope those who trust in his mercy from generation to generation, while He 
puts down from their thrones the wealthy, the powerful and the overbearing… 

The Magnificat thus introduces us to the Beatitudes, the primordial synthesis and law of the 
Gospel message. In light of the Magnificat, let us feel compelled today to ask for a grace, a 
wholly Christian grace, that the future of Latin America be forged by the poor and by those who 
suffer, by the meek, by those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, by the merciful, by the 
pure in heart, by the peacemakers, by those who are persecuted for the sake of Christ’s name, 
“for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (cf. Mt 5:1-11)… 

Let us implore the Most Holy Virgin Mary, as Our Lady of Guadalupe — Mother of God, 
the Queen and My Lady, “my maiden, my little one”, as St Juan Diego called her, and with all 
the loving names by which we turn to Her in popular piety — let us pray that she continue to 
accompany, help and protect our peoples. And may she lead by the hand all the children who 
go on pilgrimage to those lands to meet her Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord, present in the 
Church, in his sacramental nature, especially in the Eucharist, present in the treasure of his 
Word and in his teaching, present in the holy and faithful People of God, present in those who 
are suffering and in the lowly in heart. And should we be frightened by such a bold plan or 
should worldly pusillanimity threaten us, may She return to speak to our heart and enable us to 
hear her voice, that of Mother, of “Good Mother”, of “Great Mother”: Why are you afraid? Am I 
not here, I, who am your Mother?”  
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Christmas Solemnity, December 25 

The Tradition of the Christmas Crib 

F ollowing a beautiful and firmly-rooted 
tradition, many families set up their crib 

immediately after the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, as if to relieve with Mary those days 
full of trepidation that preceded the birth of Jesus. 

Putting up the crib at home can be a simple but 
effective way of presenting faith, to pass it on to 
one’s children. The crib helps us contemplate the 
mystery of God’s love that was revealed in the 

The Holy Family Feast, December 27 

An excerpt from Pope Francis, Angelus - Saint Peter's Square Sunday, 28 
December 2014 

T he message that comes from the Holy Family is first of all a 
message of faith. In the family life of Mary and Joseph, God is 

truly at the centre, and He is so in the Person of Jesus. This is why the 
Family of Nazareth is holy. Why? Because, it is centered on Jesus. 

When parents and children together breathe in this climate of faith, they 
have an energy that allows them to face even difficult trials, as the 
experience of the Holy Family shows. 

The Baby Jesus with his Mother Mary and with St Joseph are a simple 
but so luminous icon of the family. The light it casts is the light of mercy 
and salvation for all the world, the light of truth for every man, for the 

poverty and simplicity of the Bethlehem Grotto. 
Saint Francis of Assisi was so taken by the mystery of the Incarnation that he wanted to 

present it anew at Greccio in the living nativity scene, thus beginning an old, popular tradition 
that still retains its value for evangelization today. Indeed, the crib can help us understand the 
secret of the true Christmas because it speaks of the humility and merciful goodness of Christ, 
who though he was rich he made himself poor for us (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). His poverty enriches those 
who embrace it, and Christmas brings joy and peace to those who, like the shepherds in 
Bethlehem, accept the angel’s words: “Let this be a sign to you: in a manger you will find an 
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes” (cf. Lk 2:12). This is still the sign for us too, men and 
women of the third millennium. There is no other Christmas.                          Pope Benedict XVI  

human family and for individual families. This light which comes from the Holy Family 
encourages us to offer human warmth in those family situations in which, for various reasons, 
peace is lacking, harmony is lacking, and forgiveness is lacking. May our concrete solidarity 
not diminish especially with regard to the families who are experiencing more difficult situations 
due to illness, unemployment, discrimination, the need to emigrate.... Let us pause here for a 
moment and pray in silence for all these families in difficulty, whether due to problems of 
illness, unemployment, discrimination, need to emigrate, due to difficulty in understanding each 
other and also to disunion. Let us pray in silence for all these families.... Hail Mary...). 

Let us entrust to Mary, Queen and mother of the family, all the families of the world, that 
they may live in faith, in accord, in reciprocal aid, and for this I invoke upon them the maternal 
protection of the One who was the mother and daughter of her Son. 
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An excerpt from Saint John Paul II, Angelus, Thursday, January 1, 
2004: 

T oday, on the first day of the New Year, the liturgy 
rings out with the ancient biblical blessing in which 

the name of the Lord is invoked upon the people. "The Lord lift 
up his countenance upon you, and give you peace" (Nm 6: 26). 
I wholeheartedly extend this best wish to the whole world, 
invoking God's blessing upon the human family. May the Lord 
make his face shine upon every man and woman, and grant 
peace to all peoples.  

Peace is first and foremost a gift of God but it is also a 
project to whose realization each one must make a personal 
contribution.  

An excerpt from Pope Francis, Angelus St. Peter’s Square, 
January 6. 2015:  

O n the Solemnity of the Epiphany, we 
remember the arrival of the Magi, who came 

from the Orient to adore the newborn King of the Jews 
and Universal Savior and to offer Him symbolic gifts. 
With their act of adoration, the Magi bear witness that 
Jesus has come to earth to save not one people alone 
but all peoples. Therefore, on today’s feast our gaze 
broadens to the horizons of the whole world in order to 
celebrate the “manifestation” of the Lord to all peoples, 

Mary Mother of God Solemnity, January 1 

Epiphany of the Lord Solemnity, January 3 

which is the manifestation of the love and universal salvation of God. He does not reserve his 
love to the privileged few, but offers it to all. 

As the Creator and Father is of all people, so the Savior wants to be for all people. That is 
why we are called to always nourish great faith and hope for every person and his or her 
salvation: even those who seem far from the Lord are followed — or better yet “chased” — by 
his passionate love, by his faithful and also humble love. For God’s love is humble, very 
humble! 

The Gospel account of the Magi describes their journey from the East as a journey of the 
spirit, as a journey toward the encounter with Christ. They are attentive to signs that indicate 
his presence; they are tireless in facing the trials of the search; they are courageous in 
deducing the implications for life that derive from encounter with the Lord. This is life: Christian 
life is a journey, but being attentive, tireless and courageous. A Christian journeys like this. 

This Day fits into the context of the solemn celebration of Mary Most Holy, Mother of God. 
In her, we contemplate the Mother of the "Prince of Peace" (Is 9: 6), of the One who is "our 
peace" (Eph 2: 14).  

May Our Lady help us to be witnesses and builders of this peace, the heavenly gift and 
daily achievement of people who have the common good at heart.  

I offer my most cordial best wishes for prosperity and peace at the beginning of this New 
Year. Happy New Year to everyone! . 



The Light 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  R oma n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

L a k e  J a c k s o n ,  T X   

Epiphany of the Lord  

Page 15 

Baptism of the Lord Feast, January 10 

Journey attentively, tirelessly, courageously. The experience of the Magi evokes the journey 
of every man and woman towards Christ. As for the Magi, so for us, to seek God means to 
journey — and as I said: attentive, tireless and courageous — focused on the sky and 
discerning in the visible sign of the star the invisible God who speaks to our hearts. The star 
that is able to lead every man to Jesus is the Word of God, the Word that is in the Bible, in the 
Gospels. The Word of God is the light that guides our journey, nourishes our faith and 
regenerates it. It is the Word of God that continually renews our hearts and our 
communities…  

Let us turn to the Virgin Mary and invoke her protection on the Universal Church, in order 
that the Gospel of Christ, the light of nations, the light of all peoples, might be spread through 
the entire world. And may she make us increasingly embrace the journey; may she make us 
journey and be attentive, untiring and courageous on that path.  

 

An excerpt from Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus St. Peter’s Square, 
January 7, 2007: 

T he Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan is recalled and 
emphasized, although in different ways, by all the 

Evangelists. In fact, it is part of the Apostolic preaching, since it 
constitutes the point of departure for the entire arch of facts and 
words to which the Apostles were to render testimony (cf. Acts 
1: 21-22; 10: 37-41).  

It was held in great importance by the apostolic community, 
not only because in that circumstance, for the first time in history, 
there was the manifestation of the Trinitarian Mystery in a clear 
and complete way, but also because that event began the public 
ministry of Jesus on the roads to Palestine.  

The Baptism of Jesus at the Jordan is the anticipation of his baptism of blood on the Cross, 
and it is the symbol of the entire sacramental activity by which the Redeemer will bring about 
the salvation of humanity.  

This is why the Patristic tradition has dedicated great interest to this Feast, which is the 
most ancient after Easter. "Christ is baptized and the whole world is made holy", "he wipes 
out the debt of our sins; we will all be purified by water and the Holy Spirit" (Antiphon to the 
Benedictus, Office of Lauds).  

There is a strict relationship between the Baptism of Christ and our Baptism. At the Jordan 
the heavens opened (cf. Lk 3: 21) to indicate that the Savior has opened the way of salvation 
and we can travel it thanks to our own new birth "of water and Spirit" (Jn 3: 5), accomplished 
in Baptism.  

In it we are inserted into the Mystical Body of Christ, that is, the Church, we die and rise 
with him, we are clothed with him, as the Apostle Paul often emphasized (cf. I Cor 12: 13; 
Rom 6: 3-5; Gal 3: 27). The commitment that springs from Baptism is therefore "to listen" to 
Jesus:  to believe in him and gently follow him, doing his will.  

In this way everyone can tend to holiness, a goal that, as the Second Vatican Council 
recalled, constitutes the vocation of all the baptized. May Mary, the Mother of the beloved Son 
of God, help us to be faithful to our Baptism always.  
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Conversion of St. Paul Feast, January 25 

An excerpt from Homily of His Holiness Benedict XVI, 
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls, Wednesday, 25 January 
2012: 

A fter the extraordinary event that occurred on 
the road to Damascus, Saul, who was zealous 

in his persecution of the nascent Church, was transformed 
into a tireless apostle of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

It is clear from what happened to this extraordinary 
evangelizer that his transformation was not the result of 
long inner reflection or even the fruit of personal effort. It 
was first and foremost a work of the grace of God who 
acted in his own inscrutable ways. This explains why, in 
writing to the community of Corinth a few years after his 
conversion, St Paul affirms..: “by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain” (1 
Cor 15:10). 

In addition, in considering attentively what happened to St Paul, one understands that the 
transformation he experienced in his life is not limited to the ethical level — such as conversion 
from immorality to morality — nor to the intellectual level — such as a change in his way of 
understanding reality — but, rather, is a matter of the radical renewal of his being, similar in 
many aspects to a rebirth. This transformation is founded on participation in the mystery of the 
death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ and is described as a gradual process of conformation 
to him. In the light of this awareness, when St Paul was subsequently called to defend the 
legitimacy of his apostolic vocation and of the Gospel he proclaimed, he was to say: “I have 
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me” (Gal 2:20)… 

St Paul tells us, therefore, that every man and woman, through baptism in the death and 
Resurrection of Christ, participates in the victory of the One who defeated death first, setting 
out on a journey of transformation that is manifested from this moment in a newness of life that 
will reach its fullness at the end of time. 

It is indeed significant to end with an expression of gratitude: “thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 15:57). The song of triumph over death 
changes into a hymn of thanksgiving raised to the Victor… Let us too join our voices, minds 
and hearts in this hymn of thanksgiving for what divine grace worked in the Apostle to the 
Gentiles and for the wonderful saving plan which God the Father brings about in us through 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As we raise our prayers we are confident that we too will be transformed 
and brought into conformity with the image of Christ.  

Moreover, on this journey there is no lack of positive signs of rediscovered brotherhood and 
of a shared sense of responsibility for the great problems that are afflicting our world. All this is 
a cause of joy and of great hope and must encourage us to continue in our Endeavour to reach 
the final goal all together, knowing that in the Lord our effort is not in vain (cf. 1 Cor 15:58). 
Amen.  
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Presentation of the Lord Feast, February 2 

An excerpt from the HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI at 
St. Peter's Basilica on Saturday, 2 February 2013: 

I n his account of the infancy of Jesus St Luke emphasizes 
how faithful Mary and Joseph were to the Law of the 

Lord. They fulfilled with profound devotion all the prescriptions 
prescribed following the birth of a firstborn male. Two of them 
were very ancient prescriptions: one concerns the mother and 
the other the newborn child. The woman was required to abstain 
from ritual practices for forty days, after which she was to offer a 
double sacrifice: a lamb as a burnt offering and a turtle-dove as a 
sin offering; but if she were poor, she could offer a pair of turtle 
doves or two young pigeons (cf. Lev 12:1-8).  

St Luke explained that Mary and Joseph offer the sacrifice of 
the poor (cf. 2:24) in order to emphasize that Jesus was born into 

a family of simple people, lowly but of steadfast faith: a family that belonged to the poor of 
Israel who form the true People of God. For the first-born male who, according to Mosaic Law, 
was set apart for God, redemption was prescribed instead, established as an offering of five 
shekels to be paid to a priest in any place. This was in everlasting memory of the fact that in 
the time of Herod God saved the firstborn of the Jews (cf. Ex 13:11-16). 

It is important to note that these two acts — the purification of the mother and the 
redemption of the son — did not require a visit to the Temple. However, Mary and Joseph 
wished to fulfill all the prescriptions in Jerusalem, and St Luke shows us how the entire scene 
converges on the Temple and thus focuses on Jesus who enters it. And it is here, precisely 
through the prescriptions of the Law, that the principal event is transformed, namely, it 
becomes the “presentation” of Jesus in the Temple of God, which means the act of offering the 
Son of the Most High to the Father who sent him (cf. Lk 1:32, 35)… 

On this feast I express in a special way to you, consecrated people, the hope that 
your lives may always have the flavor of evangelical parresia, so that in you the Good 
News may be lived, witnessed to, and proclaimed and may shine out as a word of truth 
(cf. Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei, n. 6). Amen.  

A sh Wednesday marks the beginning of the 
Season of Lent. It is a season of penance, 

reflection, and fasting which prepares us for Christ's 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

Prayer (from the Liturgy of the Hours) 
Lord, 

perfect us in our struggle against evil. 
As we begin the discipline of Lent, 
make this day holy by our self-denial. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God for ever and ever. Amen 

Ash Wednesday February 10 
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“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ” St. Jerome 

Bible Studies 

Prayer Groups 

“Hear my prayer, O God. Give ear to the words of my mouth” Psalm 54:2 

Day Time Focus Location 

Monday 7:00 pm Rosary Church 

1st Monday 7:00 pm Patriotic Rosary Church 

Tuesday 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Rosary  

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Wednesday 8:00 am 

9:00 am 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Thursday 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Friday 8:00 am 

9:00 am 

Rosary 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Church 

Saturday 6:30 am Men’s Prayer Group “F” Wing 

Saturday 8:00 am Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet Chapel 

1st Saturday 8:00 am Pro-Life Rosary Chapel 

Day Time Leader Phone Location 

Sunday 9:30 AM Joe Lesnau 979-265-6221 Room 149 

Sunday 10;45 AM Gary Forse 979-299-3145 Room 149 

Wednesday 6:00 AM Duane Williams 979-297-5564 Angelina Room 

Wednesday 9:30 AM Bettie Carmody 979-265-6509 Room 149 

Thursday 9:15 AM Jeanne Schroll 979-297-5860 F Wing 

Friday 9:15 AM Pam Walker 979-297-9746 Room 149 

     



The Light 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  R oma n  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

L a k e  J a c k s o n ,  T X   

Page 19 

Vatican City, 1 October 2015 (VIS) – “Migrants and Refugees 
Challenge Us: The Response of the Gospel of Mercy” is the 
title of the Holy Father's message for World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees, to be held on 17 January 2016. The document, the full 
text of which is given below, was signed in the Vatican on 12 
September, memorial of the Holy Name of Mary. 

“Dear Brothers and Sisters, in the Bull of induction of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy I noted that 'at times we are called 

Migrants and Refuges Challenge Us 

to gaze even more attentively on mercy so that we may become a more effective sign of the 
Father’s action in our lives'. God’s love is meant to reach out to each and every person. 
Those who welcome the Father’s embrace, for their part, become so many other open arms 
and embraces, enabling every person to feel loved like a child and 'at home' as part of the 
one human family. God’s fatherly care extends to everyone, like the care of a shepherd for 
his flock, but it is particularly concerned for the needs of the sheep that are wounded, weary 
or ill. Jesus told us that the Father stops to help those overcome by physical or moral poverty; 
the more serious their condition, the more powerfully is His divine mercy revealed. 

In our time, migration is growing worldwide. Refugees and people fleeing from their homes 
challenge individuals and communities, and their traditional ways of life; at times they upset 
the cultural and social horizons which they encounter. Increasingly, the victims of violence 
and poverty, leaving their homelands, are exploited by human traffickers during their journey 
towards the dream of a better future. If they survive the abuses and hardships of the journey, 
they then have to face latent suspicions and fear. In the end, they frequently encounter a lack 
of clear and practical policies regulating the acceptance of migrants and providing for short or 
long term programs of integration respectful of the rights and duties of all. Today, more than 
in the past, the Gospel of mercy troubles our consciences, prevents us from taking the 
suffering of others for granted, and points out way of responding which, grounded in the 
theological virtues of faith, hope and charity, find practical expression in works of spiritual and 
corporal mercy. 

In the light of these facts, I have chosen as the theme of the 2016 World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees, 'Migrants and Refugees Challenge Us: the Response of the Gospel of Mercy'. 
Migration movements are now a structural reality, and our primary issue must be to deal with 
the present emergency phase by providing programs which address the causes of migration 
and the changes it entails, including its effect on the make-up of societies and peoples. The 
tragic stories of millions of men and women daily confront the international community as a 
result of the outbreak of unacceptable humanitarian crises in different parts of the world. 
Indifference and silence lead to complicity whenever we stand by as people are dying of 
suffocation, starvation, violence and shipwreck. Whether large or small in scale, these are 
always tragedies, even when a single human life is lost. 

Migrants are our brothers and sisters in search of a better life, far away from poverty, 
hunger, exploitation and the unjust distribution of the planet’s resources which are meant to 
be equitably shared by all. Don’t we all want a better, more decent and prosperous life to 
share with our loved ones? 

At this moment in human history, marked by great movements of migration, identity is not 
a secondary issue. Those who migrate are forced to change some of their most distinctive 
characteristics and, whether they like or not, even those who welcome them are also forced 

THE HOLY SEE 
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Migrants and Refuges Challenge Us 

to change. How can we experience these changes not as obstacles to genuine development, 
rather as opportunities for genuine human, social and spiritual growth, a growth which 
respects and promotes those values which make us ever more humane and help us to live a 
balanced relationship with God, others and creation? 

The presence of migrants and refugees seriously challenges the various societies which 
accept them. Those societies are faced with new situations which could create serious 
hardship unless they are suitably motivated, managed and regulated. How can we ensure that 
integration will become mutual enrichment, open up positive perspectives to communities, 
and prevent the danger of discrimination, racism, extreme nationalism or xenophobia? 

Biblical revelation urges us to welcome the stranger; it tells us that in so doing, we open 
our doors to God, and that in the faces of others we see the face of Christ Himself. Many 
institutions, associations, movements and groups, diocesan, national and international 
organizations are experiencing the wonder and joy of the feast of encounter, sharing and 
solidarity. They have heard the voice of Jesus Christ: 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock'. 
Yet there continue to be debates about the conditions and limits to be set for the reception of 
migrants, not only on the level of national policies, but also in some parish communities 
whose traditional tranquility seems to be threatened. Faced with these issues, how can the 
Church fail to be inspired by the example and words of Jesus Christ? The answer of the 
Gospel is mercy. 

In the first place, mercy is a gift of God the Father who is revealed in the Son. God’s mercy 
gives rise to joyful gratitude for the hope which opens up before us in the mystery of our 
redemption by Christ’s blood. Mercy nourishes and strengthens solidarity towards others as a 
necessary response to God’s gracious love, 'which has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit'. Each of us is responsible for his or her neighbor: we are our brothers’ and 
sisters’ keepers, wherever they live. Concern for fostering good relationships with others and 
the ability to overcome prejudice and fear are essential ingredients for promoting the culture 
of encounter, in which we are not only prepared to give, but also to receive from others. 
Hospitality, in fact, grows from both giving and receiving. 

From this perspective, it is important to view migrants not only on the basis of their status 
as regular or irregular, but above all as people whose dignity is to be protected and who are 
capable of contributing to progress and the general welfare. This is especially the case when 
they responsibly assume their obligations towards those who receive them, gratefully 
respecting the material and spiritual heritage of the host country, obeying its laws and helping 
with its needs. Migrations cannot be reduced merely to their political and legislative aspects, 
their economic implications and the concrete coexistence of various cultures in one territory. 
All these complement the defense and promotion of the human person, the culture of 
encounter, and the unity of peoples, where the Gospel of mercy inspires and encourages 
ways of renewing and transforming the whole of humanity. 

The Church stands at the side of all who work to defend each person’s right to live with 
dignity, first and foremost by exercising the right not to emigrate and to contribute to the 
development of one’s country of origin. This process should include, from the outset, the need 
to assist the countries which migrants and refugees leave. This will demonstrate that 
solidarity, cooperation, international interdependence and the equitable distribution of the 
earth’s goods are essential for more decisive efforts, especially in areas where migration 
movements begin, to eliminate those imbalances which lead people, individually or 
collectively, to abandon their own natural and cultural environment. In any case, it is 
necessary to avert, if possible at the earliest stages, the flight of refugees and departures as a 
result of poverty, violence and persecution. 
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Public opinion also needs to be correctly formed, not least to prevent unwarranted fears 
and speculations detrimental to migrants. 

No one can claim to be indifferent in the face of new forms of slavery imposed by criminal 
organizations which buy and sell men, women and children as forced laborers in construction, 
agriculture, and fishing or in other markets. How many minors are still forced to fight in militias 
as child soldiers! How many people are victims of organ trafficking, forced begging and sexual 
exploitation! Today’s refugees are fleeing from these aberrant crimes, and they appeal to the 
Church and the human community to ensure that, in the outstretched hand of those who 
receive them, they can see the face of the Lord, 'the Father of mercies and God of all 
consolation'. 

Dear brothers and sisters, migrants and refugees! At the heart of the Gospel of mercy the 
encounter and acceptance by others are intertwined with the encounter and acceptance of 
God Himself. Welcoming others means welcoming God in person! Do not let yourselves be 
robbed of the hope and joy of life born of your experience of God’s mercy, as manifested in 
the people you meet on your journey! I entrust you to the Virgin Mary, Mother of migrants and 
refugees, and to St. Joseph, who experienced the bitterness of emigration to Egypt. To their 
intercession I also commend those who invest so much energy, time and resources to the 
pastoral and social care of migrants. To all I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing”. 

Migrants and Refuges Challenge Us 

Final Relatio of the Synod: Truth and Mercy 

Vatican City, 24 October 2015 (VIS) – The Synod Fathers approved by 177 votes out of 
265, a two-thirds majority, the final Relatio of the 14th Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod on the Family, made up of 94 paragraphs, each one of which was voted on 
individually. The director of the Holy See Press Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi, S.J., gave a 
briefing on the document, which was authorized for publication in Italian by Pope Francis. 

Fr. Lombardi remarked that the text takes into account the many difficulties faced by the 
family, but also its great capacity for facing and reacting to them. The conclusive document of 
the Synod includes many of the amendments to the Instrumentum Laboris presented by the 
Synod Fathers and therefore reflects the voice of the Assembly. 

With reference to the two paragraphs dedicated to complex family situations, which were 
approved by a very slender majority of 178 and 180 votes, Fr. Lombardi noted that they 
regard the pastoral approach to wounded families or those that are irregular from a canonical 
point of view and in terms of the discipline of the Church: in particular, cohabitation, civil 
marriage, divorced and remarried persons and the way of pastorally addressing these 
situations... 

The final Relatio reaffirms the doctrine of the indissolubility of sacramental marriage, which 
is not a yoke but rather a gift from God, a truth based in Christ and in His relationship with the 
Church. At the same time, it underlines that truth and mercy converge in Christ, which leads 
to welcome to wounded families. Without expressly mentioning access to the Eucharist for 
remarried divorcees, the Synod document recalls that they are not excommunicated and 
refers the analysis of complex family situations to the discernment of pastors. This 
discernment, the text underlines, must be applied in accordance with the teaching of the 
Church, with trust in God's mercy that is denied to no-one. With regard to cohabiting couples, 
the text reiterates that this situation should be faced constructively, seeking to transform it into 
an opportunity for a path to conversion towards the fullness of marriage and family, in the light 
of the Gospel. 
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Final Relatio of the Synod: Truth and Mercy 
Other salient points of the document refer to homosexuality. There must be no 

discrimination against people with homosexual tendencies, but at the same time the text states 
that the Church is contrary to same-sex unions and external pressure on the Church in relation 
to this matter is not accepted. There are special paragraphs dedicated to immigrants, refugees 
and persecuted families who are often divided and whose members can become victims of 
trafficking. A welcoming approach was invoked for them too, recalling their rights and also their 
duties in their host countries. 

There are specific paragraphs on women, men and children, the mainstays of family life: the 
text emphasizes the need for the protection and the recognition of the value of their respective 
roles. It is hoped that a more prominent role will be identified for women in the formation of 
ordained ministers, while in relation to children mention was made of the beauty of adoption 
and fostering, practices which reconstruct ruptured family bonds. The Synod does not forget 
widows and widowers, the disabled, the elderly and grandparents, who enable the 
transmission of faith in the family and must be protected from the throwaway culture. 
Unmarried people must also be acknowledged for their commitment to the Church and society. 

Among the “shadows” that are frequently cast on the family, the Synod notes the presence 
of political and religious fanaticism hostile to Christianity, growing individualism, gender 
ideology, conflicts, persecution, poverty, precarious employment, corruption, economic 
difficulties that can exclude families from education and culture, the globalization of 
indifference in which humanity's place at the centre of society is usurped by money, 
pornography, and the declining birth rate. 

The Relation therefore gathers together suggestions for strengthening preparation for 
marriage, especially for the young who appear intimidated by it. They are in need, says the 
Synod, of an adequate emotional formation, following the virtues of chastity and self-giving. In 
this regard, mention was made of the bond between the sexual act and procreation between 
spouses, of which children are the most precious fruit, since they bear the memory and hope 
of an act of love. Another bond is that between the vocation of the family and the vocation to 
consecrated life. Education in sexuality and corporeality and the promotion of responsible 
parenting would also be central, in accordance with the teachings of Paul VI's encyclical 
“Humanae Vitae” and the primary role of parents in the education of their children in faith. 

An appeal is launched to institutions to promote and support policies in favor of the family, 
and Catholics engaged in politics are exhorted to protect the family and life,... In this respect, 
the Synod reaffirms the sacredness of life from conception to natural death, and warns against 
the grave threats posed to the family by abortion and euthanasia… 

The text includes extensive reflection on the need to modify the language of the Church, 
making it more meaningful so that the proclamation of the Gospel of the family may truly 
respond to the deepest human aspirations… 

Finally, the Relatio emphasizes the beauty of the family: as a domestic church based on 
marriage between a man and a woman, the fundamental cell of the society whose growth it 
contributes, a safe entry to the deepest sentiments, the sole point of connection in a 
fragmented age, and an integral part of human ecology, it must be protected, supported and 
encouraged, also by the authorities. 

The document concludes by a plea to the Synod Fathers by the Pope, regarding the 
possibility of producing a document on the family. As Fr. Lombardi explains, “The Synod 
Fathers do not say that all is complete, but affirm that they offer the Relatio to the Holy Father 
to enable him to evaluate whether to continue on this route with a document, on the basis of 
the Synod text, to further examine the theme of the family from the perspective he wishes to 
offer. 'We continue on our path'”. 
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The Importance of Forgiveness in the Family 

Vatican City, 4 November 2015 (VIS) – “Giving and Mutual 
Forgiveness”, without which no love can be lasting, were the 
theme of the Pope's catechesis during this Wednesday's 
general audience. 

Before examining this issue in depth, the Holy Father 
recalled that the recently concluded assembly of the Synod of 
Bishops had reflected at length on the vocation and mission of 
the family in the life of the Church and in contemporary 
society.... At the end the Synod Fathers submitted to me the 
text containing their conclusions. I wanted this text to be 
published, so that everyone could participate in the work we 
have been devoted to together for two years. This is not the 
moment to examine the conclusions, on which I myself have to 
reflect”. 

“In the meantime, however, life does not come to a halt, and 
in particular the live of families does not stop! You, dear 

families, are always journeying.... In a world that at times becomes arid of life and love, every 
day you speak of the great gift that is marriage and the family”. 

He went on to introduce the central theme of his catechesis, reciting the words of the 
Lord's Prayer: “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us”. “It is 
not possible to live without forgiveness, or at least you cannot live well, especially in the 
family. Every day we wrong each other. We must take account of these errors that we make 
due to our fragility and our selfishness. However, what is required of us is to heal the wounds 
we make straight away, to immediately weave again the threads we have broken. If we wait 
too long, it all becomes more difficult. And there is a simple secret for healing wounds and 
undoing accusations: never let the day finish without apologizing. … If we learn to say we are 
sorry immediately and to offer mutual forgiveness, the wounds are healed, the marriage is 
strengthened, and the family becomes an increasingly solid home, that resists the shocks of 
our evils, great and small”. 

“If we learn to live this way within the family, we will also do so outside, wherever we find 
ourselves. It is easy to be skeptical about this. Many – Christians included – think it is an 
exaggeration. … But thanks to God this is not the case. Indeed, it is precisely by receiving 
God's forgiveness that, in turn, we are able to forgive others. … And it is essential that, in an 
at times pitiless society, there be places such as the family where we can learn to forgive 
each other”. 

“The Synod also revived our hope in this regard: the capacity to forgive others and oneself 
forms part of the vocation and mission of the family. … The Church, dear families, is always 
beside you to help you build your home on the rock Jesus spoke of”, exclaimed Francis. “And 
I assure you that if you are capable of journeying ever more decisively along the path of the 
Beatitudes, learning and teaching to forgive each other, then in all the great family of the 
Church the capacity to bear witness to the renewing power of God's forgiveness will grow”. 

“Otherwise, we will give beautiful sermons and perhaps even cast out the odd demon, but 
in the end the Lord will not recognize us as His disciples, as we have not been able to forgive 
or to allow ourselves to be forgiven. Christian families can truly do much for today's society, 
and also for the Church. … Let us pray that families may be increasingly able to live and build 
concrete roads to reconciliation, where no-one feels abandoned to the burden of his own 
trespasses”. 
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Vatican City, 11 November 
2015 (VIS) – Yesterday the 
Pontifical Academies held their 
21st public session, organized 
by the Pontifical Council for 
Culture, which coordinates 
these institutions.  

The theme of the session 
this year was: “Ad limina Petri: 
monumental traces of 
pilgrimage in the first centuries 
of Christianity”. During the 
event Cardinal Secretary of 
State Pietro Parolin, on behalf 
of the Holy Father, awarded the 
Pontifical Academies Award to 

Life is a Pilgrimage 

young experts, artists and institutions distinguished in the course of the year in the promotion 
of Christian humanism. 

Pope Francis sent the participants a message in which he recalls how in the Bull to 
convoke the Jubilee of Mercy, Misericordiae Vultus, he underlined the importance of 
pilgrimage as a distinctive sign of the Holy Year as “it is the icon of the path that every person 
must walk in his or her existence. Life is a pilgrimage and the human being a  viator, a pilgrim 
who follows a road up to the intended goal. Even to reach the Holy Door in Rome too, or in 
any other place, each person must carry out, according to his or her strengths, a pilgrimage. It 
will be a sign of the fact that mercy too is an objective to be reached and which requires 
commitment and sacrifice. Pilgrimage, therefore, may be a stimulus to conversion: by passing 
through the Holy Door we will let ourselves be embraced by God's mercy and we will 
endeavor to be merciful with others as the Father is with us”. 

He goes on to refer to the theme of the Session, noting that since the first centuries of the 
Christian age the itineraries of pilgrims, both ecclesiastics and laypeople, have been well 
documented by various sources, “including the graffiti left in the places they visited, by the side 
of the tombs of martyrs. From this evidence there emerges the genuine and generous faith of 
those who journey with great courage and also with many sacrifices, to encounter, and indeed 
to touch with their hands, the witnesses of faith and their memories, so as to draw new 
enthusiasm and inner strength to live their own faith increasingly deeply and coherently”. 

He remarks that pilgrimage, as is shown by those who have walked part of the ancient 
itineraries, rediscovered and retraced in our times, “is also an experience of mercy, sharing 
and solidarity with those who take the same road, as well as welcome and generosity on the 
part of those who host and assist pilgrims. Among the works of corporal mercy, that I have 
wished to re-propose as one of the signs characterizing the Holy Year, welcome to strangers 
stands out. A glance at Christian antiquity and the traces left by pilgrims reminds us of the 
commitment to welcome and sharing, that in the experience of pilgrimage becomes a 
conscious itinerary of conversion and joyful daily practice”. 

http://www.news.va/en/news/popes-message-to-the-21st-public-session-of-the-po 
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The Saints 

St. Patrick Feast: March 17 

By Matthew Land, 

S t. Patrick was born in Britain 
during the late 4th century and, at the age of 
fourteen, was captured by pirates and sent 
to Ireland to work as a slave. Though Ireland 
was a pagan country at the time, Patrick 
turned to God during his enslavement. Only 
a few years later, Patrick received a vision 
from God of how to escape the Island. He 
followed God’s plans of going along the 
coast, until he found a sailor who led him 
back to Britain. A few years later, Patrick had 
another vision prompting him to become a 
priest. After being ordained, he returned to 
Ireland to teach the people about 
Christianity, which he did for the next forty 
years. 

   St. Patrick is the patron saint of both 
engineers and Ireland. St. Patrick 
evangelized the country of Ireland while he 
also worked to civilize the country through 

the construction of cities and the study of science and math. This gives me the desire to 
continually live out my faith and bring others closer to God at all stages of my life. It helps 
me to understand that I don’t have to be in the religious life to evangelize people; I can do 
it through any occupation I may desire. St. Patrick is also helps to remind me of my family, 
for my family is of a strong Irish descent. Through this, he reminds me to spend time 
focusing on my family as well and to keep in touch with relatives who live in other parts of 
the country.  

 O Jesus, Son of the Virgin Mary, infuse into me grace,      

      wisdom, charity, chastity and humility. 

Prayer about St. Patrick 

God our Father, 
you sent Saint Patrick to preach your glory to the people of 
Ireland. 
By the help of his prayers, 
may all Christians proclaim your love to all men. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen 
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St. Gabriel, Archangel 

By Perla Jauregui, 

S aint Gabriel, Archangel also known as 
“Man of God,” is the patron saint of messengers and 
communication workers. Saint Gabriel, Archangel 
appeared in many places such as helping Daniel 
see the vision God intended for him to see, and 
during the time of the birth of Jesus. He made the 
announcement to the shepherds and others of 
Jesus’ birth. Saint Gabriel’s role is to announce the 
coming and presence of Jesus Christ. Praying to the 
Saint Gabriel Archangel for his mighty and powerful 
intercessions helps a person get closer to God. 
Saint Gabriel brings good news to the Earth and 
helps God’s people on Earth to hear God’s voice 
and to teach the truth of God.  

At times, God’s voice can seem distant to me, 
so knowing that God has received my prayers 
through Saint Gabriel the Archangel makes me 

more patient in receiving an answer. Receiving an answer or calling from God is not like 
opening a present. It’s at the right moment and time that God will reply. Through difficult 
times, I hear God’s voice clearer than ever. During those moments, I know Saint Gabriel is 
helping me to hear that answer. He is sending me messages in ways that I can understand 
not only by voice, but also by sense and visions. Saint Gabriel impresses me by the fact that 
he is a helping hand of God who helps people on Earth hear a comforting message. The 
anticipation of receiving an answer is like waiting to open a present, but in reality it’s a 
blessing. Saint Gabriel sends down not only messages to people, but also a blessing that will 
last for eternity.  

 
 

Archangel Gabriel 
 

I humbly invoke for the  
Presence of God in my life. 
May all my communications 
be clear and full of love. 
May I have the patience 
to listen and understand. 
I powerfully choose to set the intention to 
create life where I frequently deliver good 
news to others. 
May I be a messenger of Divine Love every 
day of my life. 
With Thanks and Full Faith, 

Amen 
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Adult Faith Formation Ministry 

Presents 

Encyclical Discussion 

Pope Francis released his second encyclical in May of 2015. It is 
addressed to every person on the planet. The wide-ranging 
document asks us to consider the world we want to leave to our 
descendants, and to consider the crisis our planet is undergoing.  

Our challenges are both social and environmental, and the Holy 
Father asks us to enter dialogue and commit to action.  

Please joint us in small group  discussions that are designed to 
help us explore and dialogue with this important document. In 
addition to the discussions, there will be prayer and reflection time, 
as well as ideas to help Catholics respond to Pope Francis’ 
message.  

Given the number of rich themes on which Pope Francis focuses 
in Laudato Si’, only one topic per session will be discussed. 

WhenWhenWhenWhen:   Sundays, January 10, 17, 24, & 31, 2016 

WhereWhereWhereWhere:  F Wing  

TimeTimeTimeTime:     4:00—5:30 PM      

Hosted by Bob Whitmarsh  

On Care For Our Common Home 
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For  Your  Informat ion 

 

The Catholic Faith On Demand 

 A website containing 

Programs, Movies, Audios and 

Books that you can download and 

learn about our Catholic faith.  

Visit Formed.org for more 

information 

Advent Online Reflections 

An invitation from: Bishop Barron 
  Friends, exciting news! Our daily Advent reflections 

are back. Sign up below and I'll email you a new spiritual 
reflection each day during Advent: 

 

http://AdventReflections.com/ 
   

Join me and over 275,000 people! And be sure to share 
this post with friends, family, and fellow parishioners. 

A rise our three-year, parish-centered 
process of spiritual renewal will start 

Season Two during Lent in February, 2016. 
The six—week season two is title: Change 

Our Hearts. Online sign up will open 
immediately after Christmas with one big sign up 
weekend in January. 

Please check the bulletin, flyers and our 
website for further information about this 
fantastic process. 
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Important  Dates  In  Th is  Tr imester  

Date Celebration Date Celebration 

Dec. 7 Pearl Harbor Jan. 10 Baptism of the Lord 

Dec. 8 Year of Mercy begins Jan. 18 Martin Luther King Day 

Dec. 8 
The Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Jan. 25 Conversion of St. Paul 

Dec. 9 St. Juan Diego Jan. 28 Sts. Timothy and Titus 

Dec. 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe Jan. 27 St. Angela Merici  

Dec. 25 The Nativity of the Lord Jan. 28 St. Thomas Aquinas 

Dec. 27 The Holy Family Feb. 2 Presentation of the Lord 

Dec. 28 Holy Innocents Feb. 3 St. Blase 

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Feb. 5 St. Agatha 

Jan. 1 Mary Mother of God Feb. 6 St. Paul Miki and Companions 

Jan. 3 Epiphany of the Lord Feb. 8 St. Josephine Bakhita 

Jan. 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Feb. 10 Ash Wednesday 

Jan. 5 St. John Neumann Feb. 11 Our Lady of Lourdes 

Jan. 7 St. Raymond Penyafort Feb. 22 Chair of Peter 

S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  

C h u r c h  

 

Phone: 979-297-3041 

Fax: 979-297-7895 

E-mail: church@smlj.org 
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